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PARTY AND STATE 


"THEORY OF CONTINUOUS REVOLUTION' ANALYZED 


Harbin XUEXI YU TANSUO [STUDY AND EXPLORATION] in Chinese No 6, 1981 
pp 10-18 


[Article by Zhang Xianyang [1728 7359 2254] and Wang Guixiu [3769 6311 
4423]: "An Analysis of the *Theory of Continuous Revolution under the 
Proletarian Dictatorship'"] 


[Text] When analyzing the "theory of continuous revolution under the 
proletarian dictatorship," the "Resolution on the Party's Historical 
Issues since the Founding of the Nation" passed at the 6th Plenary Session 
of the 1lth Party Central Committee consistently links it with the "Great 
Cultural Revolution," treating it as its guiding ideology. The so-called 
"continuous revolution" is none other than the theoreticai expression of 
the "Great Cultural Revolution;" conversely, the "Great Cultural Revolu- 
tion" is none other than the practical expression of the "continuous re- 
volution" theory. Only by scrutinizing the "continuous revolution" theory 
in conjunction with the practice of the "Great Cultural Revolution" will 
it be possible to understand in depth its errors and grave dangers. 


When analyzing the "continuous revolution" theory, the "Resolution" 
strictly distinguishes two demarcations: that between it and Mao Zedong 
Thought; that between its errors and the disastrous criminal activities 

of the counterrevolutionary Lin Biao and Jiang Qing cliques by utilizing 
such errors. The formulation "continuous revolution under the proletarian 
dictatorship" was not advanced by Comrade Mao Zedong himself, but he did 
support it. The main arguments contained in the theory, as pointed out 

in the "Revolution," were indeed his. As for epitomizing the arguments 
into the "theory of continuous revolution under the proletarian dictator- 
ship," making it into a system and giving it such a high value, it was 


not the work of Comrade Mao Zedong, but he did agree with and approve of 
it. Therefore, viewed from the scientific angle, one must admit that the 
"continuous revolution" theory was indeed his. However, one absolutely 
must not, for this reason, include it in the scientific system of Mao 
Zedong Thought. As stated in the "Regolution," the erroneous leftwing 
arguments of the theory have obviously deviated from the course of Mao 
Zedong Thought which integrates the universal truths of Marxism-Leninism 








with the concrete practice of China's revolution. Therefore, it must be 
completely distinguished from Mao Zedong Thought. Meanwhile, nor must it 
be lumped together with the criminal acts of the counterrevolutionary Lin 
Biao and Jiang Qing cliques because of its leftwing errors and its utili- 
zation by them, as they are issues of two different essences. The former 
was a mistake made by a great proletarian revolutionary and must be scru- 
tinized in the sphere of theoretical right and wrong within the Marxist 
ranks; the latter is an issue in the nature of the enemy and ourselves. 
This demarcation, same as the first one, must be strictly distinguished. 


One "combination" and two "divisions" constitute the principle which must 
be observed when scrutinizing the "theory of continuous revolution under 
the proletarian dictatorship." 


[. The “continuous revolution" theory is a product of the long develop- 
ment of the leftwing errors in the party. 


Like all theories creating an influence in practical life (regardless of 
the nature of the influence),the "continuous revolution" theory did not 
just appear out of a blue sky. It was gradually conceived in the fast 
spreading “leftwing" errors in the 1957 anti-rightist struggles and espe- 
cially in the 1959 struggle against "rightwing opportunism." 


Everyone knows that the "leftwing" tendency which began in the 1957 anti- 
rightist struggles and caused a tremendous loss to China's revolution 
again reared its head in a fairly sharp new form in our party. Its main 
manifestations were as follows: 


(1) The correct assessment of the classes and the class struggle situa- 
tion after the basic completion of the socialist reform of the production 
means private ownership contained in "the Correct Handling of the Internal 
Contradictions within the People" was abandoned, first quietly, then 
openly, and "large-scale stormy mass class struggles" under the slogan of 
"carrying out a socialist revolution on the political and ideological 
fronts" were launched time after time. 


(2) The length of the transitional period was extended incessantly, from 
10 plus years, decades, a century to several centuries. Finally, in dis- 
regard of the repeatedly expounded Marxist-Leninist truths and without 
bothering with proof, the socialist society, which is the rudimentary 
phase of communism, was merged into the concept of the "transitional 
period" from capitalism to communism and termed the "socialist phase" or 
"socialist historical phase." The struggles between the proletarian and 
bourgeois classes and between the socialist and capitalist paths were 
considered the main contradictions threading through the “entire socialist 
historical phase," and slogans such as stressing the class struggle year 
after year, month after month and day after day and taking the class 
struggle as the key link were proposed. 








(3) The dangers of a capitalist restoration were exaggerated more and 
more. In the entire socialist historical phase, if not handled properly, 
a capitalist restoration might become possible at any time Meanwhile, 
such dangers mainly originated from the bourgeois agents and the authori- 
ties following the capitalist road in the party. 


(4) The assessments of the defects, errors and miscalculations emerging 
in the socialist revolution and socialist construction became ever less 
sober. The moment a problem appeared, it was interpreted as a new trend 
of the class struggle and a manifestation of its aggravation. Meanwhile, 
intra-party contradictions and struggles were not evaluated objectively. 
The moment there was a dissension, it became a line struggle, and the 
moment the line struggle was mentioned, it became a desperate struggle 
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, the two major hostile classes. 
As a result, the tendency of "ruthless struggle and merciless blows" grew 
ever more serious day by day. 


(5) While ever magnifying the line struggle and confusing it with the 
class struggle, the "struggle between the two fronts" was obviously aban- 
doned, concentrating on the so-called rightwing dangers while paying 
little attention to the "leftwing" dangers. Any time an anti-tendentious 
struggle was launched, it was almost always against rightism, never con- 
scientiously against "leftism.'' As a result, the feelings that '"left' 
is better than right" and "rather 'left' cnan right" became ever more 
widespread. 


(6) In consequence, the normal course of the socialist construction was 
continuously disrupted, the economic situation fluctuated, and the peo- 
ple's living failed to be improved. What was even more serious was that, 
when handling the interrelations between the class struggle and the econo- 
mic construction, the former was placed ever more consciously above the 
latter, as if the goal of economic construction were for the class strug- 
gle, instead of vice versa. Therefore, whenever there was some slight 
improvement in the economic situation or some slight development in pro- 
duction, new political movements were immediately launched, which con- 
tinued without interruption. 


These were the main manifestations of the growing "leftwing'’ tendency in 
the 8 or 9 years from the 1957 anti-rightist struggle to the time before 
the Great Cultural Revolution. How to interpret in theory the social 
historical factors and international environment (primarily the changes 
in the Soviet Union and the Poland and Hungary incidents after Khrushchev 
came to power) for the emergence of the situation is an issue calling for 
an in-depth study. However, one point is extremely clear: Under the 
situation of the gradually developing "leftwing" tendency which advocated 
the growing aggravation and all-decisiveness of the class struggle, such 
an extraordinary "leftwing" theory as "continuous revolution under the 
proletarian dictatorship" was bound to emerge sooner or later. 











With the ever more serious "leftwing'"’ tendency, the political life of the 
party and the state became ever more abnormal and the contradictions ever 
Sharper and more complex. Meanwhile, all these, in the views of Comrade 
Mao Zedong, served to prove the accuracy of the various conclusions on 
the class and line struggles. Therefore, it became more urgent to launch 
even larger mass class struggles to solve the contradictions. Ina talk 
in February 1967, recalling the conception of the Great Cultural Revolu- 
tion, Comrade Mao Zedong declared: "In the past, we launched struggles 
in the rural villages, in the plants, and in the cultural realms and car- 
ried out the socialist education movement, but failed to solve the pro- 
blems, because we had not found a form, a pattern, to openly, comprehen- 
sively and from bottom to top mobilize the masses to expose our dark 
aspect." What was our "dark aspect" which required us to find a form to 
"openly, comprehensively and from bottom to top mobilize the masses" for 
its exposure? The answer was given in the Party Central Committee's 
"Circular" of 16 May 1966. 


The circular stated that "our dark aspect" referred to the "group of 
bourgeois representatives" infiltrating the party, the government, the 
troops and the cultural realms, i.e., the "counterrevolutionary revision- 
ists," the authorities following the capitalist road in the party, who 
would seize political power when the conditions were ripe and turn the 
proletarian dictatorship into a bourgeois dictatorship. Since they were 
so large in number, so vast in spread and so grave in danger, then, any 
local struggle naturally would not solve the problem, and it was mandatory 
to find a form and openly, comprehensively and from bottom to top mobilize 
the masses to expose them. In a word, the "Great Cultural Revolution" was 
imperative. The "16 May Circular" was a programmatic document formulated 
for the purpose of launching a nationwide "Great Cultural Revolution." 


When compared with the main substance of what was subsequently epitomized 
as the "theory of continuous revolution under the proletarian dictator- 
ship,'' one will find that the "16 May Circular" laid the foundation for 
the theory. The central idea of the "Circular" is to launch a large-scale 
class struggle and seize power from the authorities following the capital- 
ist road in the party, which is the core of the "continuous revolution" 
theory. For this reason, the emergence of the "16 May Circular" indicated 
the formation of the theory. The document was a momentous turn in our 
party history since the founding of the nation. If it is said that, pre- 
vious to that, it was only a "leftwing" tendency, then, the document in- 
dicated not only that such leftwing tendency had developed into an incor- 
rect leftwing theory, but also that the incorrect leftwing theory had 
seized a dominant position in our party. The Great Cultural Revolution 
which caused the party, the state and the people to suffer the severest 
setbacks and losses since the founding of the nation was carried out under 
the guidance of this incorrect leftwing theory. 


Under the theoretical guidance of power seizure, the Great Cultural Revo- 
lution was bound to turn into a real movement to seize power. The 1967 
New Year editorial of JENMIN RIBAO and HONGQI entitled "Carry the Great 











Proletarian Cultural Revolution to the Finish" stated: ''The Great Prole- 
tarian Cultural Revolution is a full-scale contest of the proletariat 
with the bourgeoisie and its agents in our party." "The year 1967 will 

be the first year for the nationwide all-out deployment of the class 
struggle." "The year 1967 will be a year when the proletariat, together 
with other revolutionary masses, launches a general offensive on the 
handful of authorities in the party following the capitalist road and the 
monsters and demons in society." "Launching a general offensive" meant a 
nationwide "full-scale power seizure" movement. As everyone knows, the 
inception of the movement was "Shanghai's January storm of power seizure." 


The movement was developing, and theory required explanation and elabora- 
tion. Though the idea of power seizure had long been advanced in the "lo 
May Circular," it had not been systematically elaborated, or epitomized, 
into a "theory" or "doctrine." Thus, while the "power seizure” i’2a was 
clear to the leaders of the movement, the participants were rather hazy 
about it. Busy all day long with "revolutionary mass criticisms," criti- 
cizing and denouncing the “capitalist roaders" and wiping out the "four 
olds" on the streets, they did not comprehend "power seizure," the core. 
To adapt to the need of a "full-scale power seizure," it was necessary to 
explain and elaborate the "power seizure" idea. Thereupon, those in the 
Cultural Revolution Group stepped forward to serve as missionaries, and 
the most typical among them was Chen Boda [7115 0130 6671]. In his talk 
on 19 January 1967 at the forum of a part of the delegates of industrial 
and mining enterprises, he declared: "The Great Cultural Revolution is... 
a struggle to seize power." ''The power struggle of China's proletariat 
has undergone two stages. The first stage was after liberation when the 
Liberation Army took over control and seized power. Today is another 
Stage: the revolutionary worker class and the revolutionary masses are 
taking over control." "We seized power once, but the seizure was not 
complete, nor properly carried out, and there was some peaceful evolution. 
Therefore, now there must be a mass power seizure." He also declared 
that the "first large-letter poster" of Nie Yuanzi [5119 0337 2737] and 
others was to create public opinion for a power seizure. ''Thus, one may 
say that the power seizure issue has developed from the schools to the 
industries, railways and other units, and power seizure has been well 
carried out in many areas and many units, beginning with one unit and 
surging into a high tide in the whole city.... It is a continuation of 
the proletarian power seizure after liberation." 


In terms of the course of development of the "Great Cultural Revolution," 
Chen Boda's brilliant views were compatible with reality, except that he 
did nc. tell the truth. The "power seizure” did not "begin from the 
schools," but from the Cultural Revolution Group formed by the Party Cen- 
tral Committee with Chen Boda as the chief, Jiang Qing the assistant chief 
and Kang Sheng [1660 3932] the advisor. Nominally under the standing 
committee of the Politburo, the group actually was above the standing 
comaittee of the Party Central Committee. Brushing aside completely the 
Party Central Committee, the Central Politburo and its standing committee, 











the "Cultural Revolution Group," on the basis of the "newest supreme 
directives,"' issued direct orders to the entire party and the entire 
country, commanded the arrest and denunciation of so-called "renegades,' 
"special agents" and "capitalist roaders," and could declare at any time 
members of the Politburo and its standing committee, and even vice chair- 
men of the Party Central Committee, “major renegades," "supreme capitalist 
roaders," etc. The situation unequivocally indicated that the "Cultural 
Revolution Group" had indeed seized a large portion of the power of the 
Party Central Committee. 


Nevertheless, regardless of how Chen Boda concealed the inception of the 
power seizure, that the Great Cultural Revolution was a "continuation of 
the power seizure" after liberation and that "continuous revolution" was 
"continuous power seizure" were more clear-cut and more conspicuous than 
any other time, and meanwhile, more incentive. Thereafter, the uproar of 
"power, power, power" filled the universe and the "power seizure" movement 
spread throughout the country. Not only thus, but Chen Boda's statements 
and the major articles in JENMIN RIBAO and HONGQI in this period all de- 
monstrated a tendency to figure out a concise formulation for this theory 
and epitomize it into a concept. It was undoubtedly necessary for its 
wide propaganda. Thereupon, the initial shape of the formulation appeared 
in the "Great Historical Document," the editorial article of JENMIN RIBAO 
and HONGQI of 18 May 1967: "Revolution under the condition of the prole- 
tarian dictatorship." Subsequently, after almost 5 months of repeated 
processing and revision, the standard formulation was finally completed 

in "Vigorously Launch a Great Revolution of Mao Zedong Thought," the edi- 
torial of HONGQI, Number 13, October 1967. It stated: Only by conscien- 
tiously studying and profoundly comprehending such great programs as 
"fighting selfishness; repudiate revisionism" proposed by Chairman Mao 
"will we understand and master Chairman Mao's lines, principles and poli- 
cies on /the theory of continuous revolution under the proletarian dicta- 
torship./" 

Almost a month later, on 6 November 1967, Lin Biao's "Talk at the Mass 
Meeting of the People of the National Capital Commemorating the 50th An- 
niversary of the October Revolution" and the commemorative editorial ar- 
ticle entitled "Advance along the Path Opened by the October Socialist 
Revolution" of the two newspapers and one periodical with Chen Bo2s and 
Yao Wenyuan [1202 2429 0337] in charge of writing made a formal assessment 
of the theory, finding it "an extremely significant symbol of the develop- 
ment of Marxism-Leninism to the stage of Mao Zedong Thought." The article 
made a systematic exposition of the theory and summarized it into six 
"essential points" for the first time. The six "essential points" will 

be discussed later. In short, from then on, the "theory of con- 
tinuous revolution under the proletarian dictatorship" was widely dissemi- 
nated as a complete system and regarded as sacred, until it became the 
basic guiding ideology of the party and the state, time and again cited 

in the party's official documents, including the reports of the 9th and 
10th Party Congresses and the party constitution, and in the constitution 








passed at the 4th National People's Congress, thereby acquiring the cha- 
racter of a party doctrine and state law. 


The above was the approximate course of the conception, birth and systema- 
tization of the “theorv of continuous revolution under the proletarian 
dictatorship."' One can see in this process that its emergence was not 
incidental. It was a logical product of the long existing "“leftwing" 
feelings and "leftwing" errors in our party. 


Il. "Continuous revolution" is an incorrect leftwing theory in violation 
of Marxism-Leninism. 


As discussed above, the central idea of the "continuous revolution" theory 
is to seize power from the “capitalist roaders."" Nevertheless, an idea in 
isolation could not constitute a "theory" or "doctrine." That "continuous 
revolution" is known as a "theory" or "doctrine" is because it indeed has 
a set of interrelated theoretical components. In this aspect, one must 
admit that the summation of the theory in the editorial article of 6 No- 
vember 1967 commemorating the 50th anniversary of the October Revolution 
appearing in the two newspapers and one periodical is indeed fairly com- 
plete. Now, we will take this article as the principal basis to analyze 
briefly the main components of the “continuous revolution" theory. 


The article summarizes the "continuous revolution" theory into six "essen- 
tial points." In the first point, it points out that "the law of the unity 
of opposites of Marxism-Leninism must be used to observe the socialist 
society." "In the socialist society, there are ‘two kinds of social con- 
tradictions, viz., those between the enemy and ourselves and those within 
the people.' ‘The contradictions between the enemy and ourselves are 
antagonistic contradictions. Those within the people, among the laboring 
people, are nonantagonistic.'" 


Strictly speaking, this point is not a component of the "continuous revo- 
lution" theory itself. It is in fact incompatible with the "continuous 
revolution" theory as a whole. The characteristics of the "continuous 
revolution" theory are confusing the two kinds of contradictions of dif- 
ferent natures and magnifying those between the enemy and ourselves. Had 
the doctrine of correctly distinguishing and handling the two different 
kinds of contradictions been truly followed, then there would have been 
no "continuous revolution” theory, nor the "Great Cultural Revolution." 


The second point is: "'The socialist society is a fairly long historical 
phase. In the historical phase of socialism, there are still classes, 
class contradictions and the class struggle, still the struggle between 
the socialist and capitalist paths, and still the dangers of a capitalist 
restoration.’ After the completion of the socialist reform of the pro- 
duction means ownership, ‘the class struggle has not concluded. The 
class struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, that among 
the various factional politicai forces, and that between the proletariat 
and bourgeoisie in the ideological aspect remain long-term, tortuous and 











at times very fierce.’ To prevent a capitalist restoration, to prevent 
‘peaceful evolution,’ the socialist revolution on the political and ideo- 
logical fronts must be carried through to the end." 


The classes and the class struggle in the socialist historical phase dis- 
cussed in this point constitute the theoretical premise of the “continuous 
revolution” theory and cover a fairly broad range. We will only bring up 
three issues for analysis. First, the protracted nature of the class 
struggle and the dangers of a capitalist restoration in a socialist so- 
ciety are obviously excessively magnified. If the class struggle and the 
dangers of a capitalist restoration “exist from beginning to end" in a 
socialist society, then, unless there is a miracle, we will never enter 
communism. We can only flounder around back and forth: Only by eliminat- 
ing the classes will we enter communism; only by entering communism will 
we eliminate the ciasses. Theoretically it makes no sense, nor is it 
compatible with the actual development tendency of the class struggle in 
a socialist society. 


Next, does the bourgeoisie, which still remains after the basic completion 
of the socialist reform of the production means private ownership, exist 
as a complete class substance or as a class remnant? The Marxist political 
economy tells us that a complete class substance can only exist in the 
original production relations system; once the production means is lost, 
the bourgeoisie can only exist as a remmant, which, after a certain period 
of time, will vanish. The viewpoint of the ever existing classes and 
class struggle in fact severs the inherent link between class existence 
and the production means ownership relations. Precisely along this path, 
theoretical scoundrel Kang Sheng invented the absurd theory of dividing 
the classes according to political thinking. Regrettably, Comrade Mao 
Zedong did not denounce this fallacy. Actually, no one could locate the 
bourgeoisie which had lost its production means, and finally the search 
had to be made in the Communist Party. 


Thirdly, just what is the meaning of the argument that "the socia‘ist 
revolution on the political and ideological fronts must be carried through 
to the end?" According to the Marxist view, the "revolution" on the 
"political" front can only be rationally interpreted as seizing political] 
power. After the proletariat overthrew the control of the bourgeoisie 
and created a people's democratic dictatorship, the "revolution" in this 
aspect had been carried through “to the end." Naturally, for a period 
thereafter, there is still the class struggle on the political front, but 
this struggle involves only the suppression of the resistance of the 
bourgeoisie by the proletariat, ard suppression basically cannot be called 
“revolution,” because the political "life" of the bourgeoisie, i.e., its 
state power, has long been taken away by the proletariat. Calling the 
struggle on the political front, especially the struggle between the 
proletariat and the remnant forces of the bourgeoisie after the basic 
completion of the socialist reform of the production means private owner- 
ship, “revolution” is a misuse of the term. Such unscientific formulat’on 








developed into the so-called "great political revolution" in the "Great 
Cultural Revolution." As demonstrated by practice, this so-called "great 
political revolution" was not, and could not possibly have been, a revo- 
lution in any sense of the word. As for the "socialist revolution on the 
ideological front," it is also very questionable. The issues in the 
ideological aspect can only solved by means of criticism as the weapon, 
not the weapon as criticism, by means of convincing by persuasion, not 
overwhelming with power, and they can only be changed, not eliminated. 
When discussing the historical mission of the proletarian dictatorship, 
that Marx used the word "eliminate" for the first three "all's," viz., 
all class disparities, all production relations and all social relations 
left by the old society, but the word "change''for the fourth, viz., all 
concepts left by the old society, was definitely not incidental. There- 
fore, to use the term "revolution"on ideology cannot be considered appro- 
priate. Furthermore, changes in ideology can only be accomplished along- 
side improvements in politics and the economy and serve as reflection of 
such improvements. Therefore, to treat ideological changes as an inde- 
pendent "revolution" is incorrect in theory and extremely detrimental in 
practice. 


The third point is: "The class struggle under the proletarian dictator- 
ship, in essence, remains an issue of political power: The bourgeoisie 

wishes to overthrow the proletarian dictatorship, while the proletariat 

wishes to vigorously consolidate its dictatorship. The proletariat must 
enforce a total dictatorship over the bourgeoisie in the superstructure, 
including each and every cultural realm...." 


The essence of the class struggle in the period of the proletarian dicta- 
torship is discussed in this point. To sum up the class struggle in the 
period of the proletarian dictatorship as an issue of political power is 
completely incorrect in theory and incompativie with the historical expe- 
riences of the proletarian dictatorship. First, the view that the class 
struggle in the period of proletarian dictatorship is an issue of politi- 
cal power is premised on magnifying the dangers and protracted nature of 
a bourgeois restoration. As everyone knows, for a certain period just 
after the victory of the revolution, the bourgeoisie still possessed a 
considerable strength. Hotever, with the expropriation of its production 
means and the continuous successes of the socialist construction, the 
resistance of the bourgeoisie, rising and falling like waves, will gra- 
dually weaken and finally vanisn. We must never feel that, as long as it 
exists, the bourgeois remnant will always pose a threat to the proletarian 
dictatorship. The view is incompatible with the objective tendency of 
the development of the class struggle. The question is not whether the 
remnant forces of the bourgeoisie wish to overthrow the proletarian dic- 
tatorship, but whether objectively they possess the strength and whether 
they can form a real threat. 


Next, the view that the class struggle in the period of the proletarian 
dictatorship is an issue of political power runs counter to the essence 








of the proletarian dictatorship. As everyone knows, the goal of the 

class struggle waged by the proletariat by means of state political power, 
i,.e., the proletarian dictatorship, as the weapon is to eliminate the pro- 
letariat as a class as well as the bourgeoisie, not tu perpetuate forever 
the regime itself. This point was clearly expounded when Marx first 
advanced the concept of the proletarian dictatorship. He declared that 
the proletarian dictatorship "is merely a transition to the elimination 

of all classes and entry into a classless society."' If the struggle is 
epitomized as an issue of political power and the proletarian dictatorship 
taken as the end itself, it will be equivalent to abolishing the task of 
eliminating the classes. 


Thirdly, epitomizing the class struggle in the period of the proletarian 
dictatorship as an issue of political power is equivalent to limiting the 
tasks of the proletarian dictatorship. The proletarian dictatorship is a 
new phase of the class struggle waged by the proletariat, with new tasks 
and new forms. Its tasks are not only to suppress the resistance of the 
bourgeoisie and prevent a bourgeois restoration, but also to organize 
economic and cultural constructions and create a higher labor productivity 
than capitalism. If it is felt that the tasks of the proletarian dicta- 
torship are only to prevent a bourgeois restoration, it will be equivalent 
to abolishing the task of raising labor productivity. One cannot say that 
the fact that we failed to shift the emphasis of work to the socialist 
construction long after the basic completion of the socialist reform of 
the production means private ownership had nothing to do with this incor- 
rect view. 


The fourth point is: "The struggles between the two classes and between 
the two lines in society are inevitably reflected in the party. The 
handful of authorities in the party following the capitalist road is the 
representative figures of the bourgeoisie. They are a group of counter- 
revolutionary revisionists. The moment the time is ripe, they will want 
to seize political power and turn the proletarian dictatorship into a 
bourgeois dictatorship. To consolidate the proletarian dictatorship, we 
must pay full attention to recognizing the ‘characters like Khrushchev 
sleeping alongside us,' fully expose and denounce them, knock them down, 
make it impossible for them to wreak vengeance, and firmly recapture the 
power usurped by them." 


This point is the center of the so-called "continuous revolution" theory. 
But there is nothing more wrong than it. The "Resolution" points out: 
"The 'capitalist roaders' knocked down in the 'Great Cultural Revolution’ 
were the leading cadres of the party and state organs of the various 
levels and the key strengths of the socialist cause. The so-called 
"bourgeois command post" headed by Liu Shaoqi and Deng Xiaoping basically 
never existed in the party." When the theory was advanced, what kind of 
people were regarded as authorities "following the capitalist road?" 

Were the "capitalist roaders" an intraparty or extraparty issue? Were 
they an issue of the line struggle or of the class struggle? Was it com- 
rades making mistakes or counterrevolutionaries engaging in disruptions 
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and trouble making? All these questions were not answered. One can see 
that the theory on the "capitalist roaders'' was chaotic. If it was an 
issue of intraparty line struggle, then they could not be declared "coun- 
terrevolutionary" revisionists, and the means of "knocking down," "making 
it impossible for them to wreak vengeance," mobilizing the masses to 
arrest and denounce them, using the tool of dictatorship to handle them 
could not be resorted to. If it was an extraparty issue, involving coun- 
terrevolutionaries and class enemies, then it was not an issue of "the 
struggles between the two classes and between the two paths in society 
reflected in the party," those involved could not be called authorities 
following the capitalist road "in the party," and the statement that "we 
must not consider them all evildoers the moment ‘capitalist roaders' are 
mentioned" could not be made. 


The key of the issue here is confusing the demarcation between the line 
struggle in the party and the class struggle in society and blurring the 
distinction between the contradictions within the people and those between 
the enemy and ourselves, the two kinds of contradictions of different na- 
tures. As early as the time when Comrade Peng Dehuai was wrongly deter- 
mined to be a rightwing opportunist at the 1959 Lushan Meeting, line and 
class struggles were lumped together. By the time of the Great Cultural 
Revolution, such error grew more serious. It was supposed to be exposing 
"intraparty" issues, yet powerful mass struggles on a nationwide scale 
were launched; it was supposed to be a "great political revolution," yet 
the spearhead of dictatorship was aimed within the Communist Party. Com- 
rade Mao Zedong once declared that, if we want revolution, there must be 
a revolutionary party. If we want to carry out the socialist revolution 
of the proletariat, we must hav a revolutionary party like the Communist 
Party. Without the leadership of the Communist Party, the revolution 
will not succeed. Now, with the Communist Party made the objective of 
revolution, how could the revolution be carried out? Furthermore, such a 
revolution will be endless: With the Communist Party, there will be 
capitalist roaders; with capitalist roaders, there must be revolution; to 
carry out the revolution, there must be the Communist Party; with the 
Communist Party, there will be capitalist roaders.... How can it be 
revolution? It is a vicious circle through and through. No wonder there 
was the advocacy of the necessity of multiple "Great Cultural Revolu- 
tions." 


The fifth point is: "The most important thing for the continuous revolu- 
tion under the proletarian dictatorship is to launch a Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution. 


"'The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution can only be the masses li- 
berating themselves.' ‘We must let the masses educate themselves in this 
great revolutionary movement.’ In other words, this Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution practices great democracy under the proletarian dic- 
tatorship and freely mobilizes the masses from the bottom to the top, 
while following the great alliance of the proletarian revolutionaries and 








and the three-in-one combination of the revolutionary masses, the People's 
Liberation Army and the revolutionary cadres." 


This point shows that the "Great Cultural Revolution" was the form of 
"continuous revolution" and discusses the ways to proceed with the "Great 
Cultural Revolition,"’ its substance, etc. 


According to Comrade Mao Zedong's view, the "Great Cultural Revolution" 
was the form of "continuous revolution" finally found after a long search. 
However, as pointed out in the "Resolution," "history has ascertained that 
the 'Great Cultural Revolution’ was a civil strife erroneously launched by 
the leaders, and utilized by counterrevolutionary cliques, bringjng severe 
calamities to the party, the state and the people of all races." 


First, let us look at the relations between the "Great Cultural Revolu- 
tion" and party leadership. From the first day of its launching, what 

was repeatedly stressed was "the masses themselves,"’ never mentioning the 
party's leadership. On the contrary, the party organs of the various 
levels were placed in the position of being denounced and stripped of 
power. When in the spring of 1967, several oid generals and vice premiers, 
seeing the growing deterioration of the situation of the party and the 
state, brought up the issue, they were condemned as the "February coun- 
tercurrent." It clearly indicates that the "Great Cultural Revolution" 
did not recognize the party's leadership. Afterward, Kang Sheng equivo- 
cated: "The Great Cultural Revolution was personally launched and led by 
Chairman Mao. How can there be no party leadership? If it is said that 
chere is no party leadership, where do we place Chairman Mao? According 
to this argument, since Chairman Mao was the party, and the party Chairman 
Mao, even if the entire party organization was destroyed, there was still 
party leadership. Once this fallacy was advanced, the collective leader- 
ship of the Party Central Committee no longer had a leg to stand on. 


Next, let us look at the driving force of the "Great Cultural Revolution." 
According to what has been cited above, the driving force was the "prole- 
tarian revolutionaries.'' Marxism teaches us that, whether in determining 
the revolutionary objectives or in determining its driving force, we must 
not depart from strict class divisions. Nevertheless, what kind of con- 
cept were the "proletarian revolutionaries?" It was entirely an indis- 
tinguishable nonclass concept. Precisely as demonstrated by the reality 
of the "Great Cultural Revolution," those recognized as "revolutionaries" 
were not all proletarians, while the proletarians were not all regarded 

as "revolutionaries."' Here, the proletarians and the "revolutionaries" 
were basically not linked. First, party leadership was abandoned. Next, 
there was no definite class ranks, ani some of the factional organizations 
of all kinds and all types had "knocking down so-and-so" or "supporting 
so-and-so" as their sole purpose. With Lin Biao and the "gang of four" 
making use of the opportunity for their vigorous conspiratorial activities 
on top thereof, the "Great Cultural Revolution" could not but bring chaos 
to the entire country. 
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Finally, let us look at the substance of the "Great Cultural Revolution." 
According to Comrade Mao Zedong's determination, the "Great Cultural Re- 
volution" was actually a great political revolution. Since it was a 
"great political revolution," the issue of its attitude on the state po- 
litical power had to come up. What was the attitude of the "Great Cul- 
tural Revolution" on a state of proletarian dictatorship? It was to 
treat the state political power as the target of struggle. Wherever the 
existing state political power was overthrown and seized, the revolution 
whereby one class overthrew another was considered accomplished in that 
area. A HONGQI editorial entitled "on the Power Struggle of the Proleta- 
rian Revolutionaries" at that time explained it even clearer: "Some 
units corrupted by the handful of authorities following the capitalist 
road in their long usurpation enforce a bourgeois dictatorship, instead 
of a proletarian dictatorship. The power struggle in these units must 
follow the Marxist principle of breaking up the old state machine." Pre- 
cisely on the basis of this principles, all the areas and units which 
were thought to require power seizure had to be "smashed" and "broken 
up,'' while actuaily almost no area or unit was exempt. Consequently, 
power seizures and "smashing" and "breaking up" occurred in all areas in 
the nation (except Taiwan province). The so-called "revolutionary three- 
in-one combination" was used to replace the "broken up" "old state ma- 
chine" with a "new state machine," which was the so-called "revolutionary 
committee."" It must be pointed out that the power struggles waged in all 
areas in the nation were the crimes of Lin Biao and the "gang of four." 
Nevertheless, following the principles of "power seizure" and "breaking 
up'' was not their decision, but the substance of the Great Cultural Revo- 
lution, contained in the great political revolution itself. Short of 
involving the issue of the state political power and following the prin- 
ciple of "breaking up" the existing state machine, it would not have been 
a great political revolution whereby one class overthrew another. How- 
ever, taking the state political power of the proletarian dictatorship as 
the goal of seizure and the objective of breaking up was absolutely not a 
great political revolution of the proletariat. As aptly put in the "Re- 
solution," "a great political revolution under the socialist conditions 
whereby ‘one class overthrew another’ had neither an economic, nor a po- 
litical, basis. It would inevitably fail to propose any constructive 
program, but would only create chaos, disruption and regression." The 
facts turned out precisely thus. 


The sixth point, which is the final point, is: ''The basic principle of 
the Great Cultural Revolution in the ideological realm is ‘fighting sel- 
fishness and repudiating revisionism.’ ‘The proletariat wishes to reform 
the world according to its own world outlook, while the bourgeoisie also 
wishes to reform the world according to its own world outlook.' There- 
fore, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is a great revolution 
touching people to their very souls and for the purpose of solving the 
issue of the world outlook. It aims at criticizing revisionism in poli- 
tics, ideology and theory, overcoming bourgeois egoism and all nonprole- 
tarian ideas with the proletarian ideology, reforming education, reform 
ing literature and art, reforming all superstructures not adapted to the 
socialist economic base, and eradicating the root of revisionism." 
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This point has no independent meaning, as its main idea has been stated 

in the first five points. Only the passage that "the Great Cultural Re- 
volution is a great revolution touching people to their very soul." is 
unique, but also completely wrong. How could the issue of the world out- 
look, the issue of the mental world, be reformed with the unprecedented 
great social upheaval like the "Great Cultural Revolution?"" The actual 
meaning of the so-called "fighting selfishness and repudiating revision- 
ism" at that time was "establishing the word 'public,''' while the greatest 
"public" was the so-called "loyalty." Loyalty to whom? To the people? 
No. It was loyalty to the individual leader. Obviously, it was openly 
replacing the proletarian world outlook with the feudal concept of loyalty 
to the monarch. Finally, summing up the reform of the world outlook as 
merely reforming the bourgeois egoist ideology is also one-sided in 
theory. The issue of the world outlook is not merely an issue of ideo- 
logy; there is also that of the method of thinking. Such idealist and 
metaphysic method of thinking as "most, most, most" is definitely not the 
proletarian world outlook. Excluding the method of thinking from the task 
of reformii.g the world outlook and epitomizing the reform of ideology into 
the word "loyalty" resulted in a further deviation from Marxism, a greater 
rampage of idealist metaphysics, and a more widespread worship of the in- 
dividual. In a word, that ignorance grows with reform was only to be 
expected. 


III. The slogan of "continuous revolution under the proletarian dicta- 
tors-ip" must never be used again. 


That the "theory of continuous revolution under the proletarian dictator- 
ship" is an incorrect leftwing theory running counter to Marxism-Leninism 
is very clear. The present question is whether the slogan of "continuous 
revolution under the proletarian dictatorship" may be used in the future. 


This question has long been clearly answered in the "Resolution." It 
points out: "The arguments" for the "Great Cultural Revolution" launched 
by Comrade Mao Zedong "mainly appeared in the '16 May Circular’ and the 
political reports of the 9th Party Congress, and were epitomized into the 
so-called 'theory of continuous revolution under the proletarian dicta- 
torship,' thereby giving a special meaning to the phrase ‘continuous re- 
volution under the proletarian dictatorship.'" In other words, same as 
the "theory of continuous revolution under the proletarian dictatorship," 
the slogan must not be used again. 


A slogan in a social movement is different from a mathematical formula. 
Different figures may be fitted into the latter, while the former has no 
such convenience. The slogans or formulations in social movements, espe- 
cially those known to every household and linked with the gains and losses 
of millions, all have special meanings acquired during the course of the 
practical development of the movements and are indivisibly connected with 
the actual substance reflected by them. It is thus with the slogan of 
"continuous revolution under the proletarian dictatorship." Its meaning 
is completely determined by the history of the "Great Cultural Revolution" 
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and has an indivisible connection with it. In fact, “continuous revolu- 
tion under the proletarian dictatorship" and the "Great Preletarian Cul- 
tural Revolution" have become synonyms. 


Does the fact that discarding the slogan or formulation of "continuous 
revolution under the proletarian dictatorship" indicate that the mission 
of the socialist revolution has been completed and that no revolutionary 
struggle needs to be waged in the future? Naturally not. As aptly 
stated in the "Resolution," "that we firmly rectify the error of the slo- 
gan ‘continuous revolution under the proletarian dictatorship’ of the 
'Great Cultural Revolution’ whereby one class overthrows another abso- 
lutely does not indicate that the revolutionary mission has been completed 
and that it is necessary to firmly continue the revolutionary struggles 
in the various aspects. Socialism must not only eliminate all exploiting 
systems and exploiting classes, but also vigorously develop the social 
production force, perfect and develop the socialist productive relations 
and the superstructure, and gradually eliminate all social disparities 
and inequalities created mainly by the inadequate development of the 
social production force. The struggles waged by us now to build a modern 
socialist power are precisely one phase of this great revolution. Dif- 
ferent from the revolution before the overthrow of the exploiting system, 
this revolution is accomplished not by means of fierce class confronta- 
tions and conflicts, but by means of the socialist system itself, carried 
out with leadership, step by step and in the proper order." In other 
words, discarding the slogan of "continuous revolution under the prole- 
tarian dictatorship" is precisely for the purpose of completing more suc- 
cessfully our socialist revolutionary cause and avoiding a recurrence of 
the turmoil like the "Great Cultural Revolution." On this issue, any 
doubt will be groundless. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


PERSISTENT ANTI-BUREAUCRACY STRUGGLE ENCOURAGED 
Xian SHANXI RIBAO in Chinese 20 Jan 82 p 3 


[Article by Wang Yihe [3769 4135 0735]: "Bureaucracy Is the Greatest Scourge 
of State Organs--Studying Lenin's Anti-Bureaucracy Discourses" ] 


[Text] Lenin bitterly hated and detested bureaucracy. He called it the 
greatest "scourge, running sore, poisonous bacterium, malicious ulcer," 
declared it the "most detestable enemy within our ranks" ("Collected Works 
of Lenin" Vol 33, p 196), 


Following victory in the October Revolution, at the time when the Russian 
Communist Party (Bolshevik) shifted the center of gravity in its work from 
warfare to economic construction, bureaucracy gradually began to grow up and 
thrive within the ruling party and in all government organs. Certain party 
cadres “worked in a dilatory manner, busied themselves merely with shuffling 
papers, worked totally disorganized and acted clumsily stupid in all they 
did.'"' The state organization was inflated and overstaffed, there were more 
hands than needed and efficiency was low, so much so that some staff ‘ere 
just loafing around in a kind of goslow or semigoslow state. In the 1d 
Lenin lashed out severely on many occasions, in party documents, letters and 
at various meetings, against arrogant and conceited pa:ty members who indulged 
in empty talk and put on bureaucratic airs. He pointed out sharply: "The 
next party purge will hit those party members who haughtily pose as officials 
of the government, but know nothing else but forming all kinds of committees, 
calling meetings and talking, without performing even the simplest work. It 
would be best to ask them to transfer to departments which conduct propaganda 
and agitation" ("Collected Works of Lenin" Vol 33, p 197). The reason why 
Lenin bitterly hated and detested bureaucracy of all shades was that he 
realized in his clear and sober mind how extremely dangerous bureaucracy is. 
Lenin precisely hit the target when he point out: "The greatest weakness in 
all the work in our economic organs is bureaucracy. Our party members have 
become bureaucrats. If there is anything that could ruin us, it is this 
fact" ("Collected Works of Lenin" Vol 35, p 552). If the running sore of 
bureaucracy is not cured, the public officers in the state agencies of our 
proletarian dictatorship will turn from public servants of society into the 
haughty lords and masters of old, far divorced from the people and placing 
themselves high above the masses. It is therefore “in the interests of the 
people that government organs overcome bureaucracy. They must activate the 
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entire creative force of the state and open up the broadest new fields of 
operation" ("Collected Works of Lenin" Vol 26, p 320). 


Bureaucracy is a complex social phenomenon with ideological, political and 
economic causes. Lenin penetratingly analyzed the socio-historical roots of 
the growth and existence of bureaucracy in the organs of socialist states. 


In Lenin's opinion bureaucracy in the organs of the socialist states is the 
evil legacy of the old society; it reflects a reactionary style of work of the 
exploiting class as being extant in the organs of the proletarian state. In 
the course of developments from the slave-owning system to the capitalist 
System, an enormously inflated bureaucratic structure gradually took form in 
the military, administrative, legislative and judicial departments. These 
organs were rearing and feeding large numbers of parasites who lived on high 
salaries, enjoyed special privileges and oppressed and exploited the people. 
This bureaucracy became a special clique with its own bureaucratic style of 
work. After assumption of state power by the proletariat, it was not immedi- 
ately possible to wipe out completely, thoroughly and all at once the evil 
legacy of the old state and the filth in officialdom; it was only natural 
that it would still show up in the state machinery of the proletarian 
dictatorship. Like a ghost it has attached itself to certain party members 
and resists their efforts to free themselves from its entanglements. Under 
these conditions "even the leading cadres of the proletariat too might not 

be able to avoid 'bureaucratization' to some extent." 


Bureaucracy is the superstructure of small-scale production in its unorganized 
and moribund condition. During the life time of Lenin, the Soviet Union had 
not yet collectivized agriculture. Lenin pointed out: The economic roots of 
bureaucracy are the dispersed and unorganized operations of small-scale 
producers, their poverty, lack of civilization, their inaccessibility as 
regards means of communications and their illiteracy, also their lack of 
mobility, mutual contacts and mutual cooperation. Another condition contribu- 
ting to the growth of bureaucracy as it exists today is the insufficient 
development of science and education and lack of democratic spirit. Lenin 
pointed out that it is precisely "due to this low level of education that 
even though the Programme designated the soviets as organs which were to 
exercise administration by way of the masses, in reality they do so by way 

of a progressive strata of the proletariat, but not by way of the masses." 

The masses are thus not the masters in their own house, and it is only a 
natural consequence that certain cadres who wield the power should develop 

the defects of bureaucracy. 


How can we overcome bureaucracy under socialism? Lenin pointed out: The 
struggle against this evil can be, and furthermore must be placed, on our 
agenda, but we must not criticize for criticism's sake, but rather devise 
means and ways to conduct this struggle in a realistic manner. "Concrete 

and realistic methods must be decided upon to combat such phenomena as 
working in a dilatory manner, idling away one's time and stupid incompetence" 
("Collected Works of Lenin" Vol 35, p 431). 


Reform of the organizational structure and retrenching in the state organs. 
In August 1918, Lenin found out that 231,000 people worked in the soviets of 
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Moscow (including the municipal organs of Moscow). He then repeatedly 
demanded retrenchments, but in October 1922 the figure had on the contrary 
rather increased to 243,000. In November, while already sick, Lenin addressed 
a letter to the Fifth National Congress of All Soviets, in which he pointed 
out: The most important and pressing task to achieve through a retrenchment 
of soviet organizations is an improvement of the organization, an elimination 
of the dilatory style of work and of bureaucracy, a reduction in unproductive 
expenditure, a retrenchment in soviet organs and a reduction of their 
expenditures. Lenin also emphatically pointed out: "We must have the party 
members effectively control those organs to which they have been assigned 

as administrators, and we must not allow a condition, as we see here frequent- 
ly, that the organ controls them" ("Collected Works of Lenin" Vol 33, p 399). 


Develop democra_y, have the masses administer the organs of state. Lenin 
believed that the establishment of the proletarian dictatorship provided the 
most beneficial conditions in political respects for the struggle of the 
masses against bureaucracy. In affording the workers and peasants participa- 
tion in the administration, the socialist state achieved what had not been 
achieved, and furthermore could not have been achieved, by the best republics 
in the world throughout many centuries. It is for this reason that Lenin 
emphatically pointed out: Only when the entire population participates in 
the administrative work, can the struggle against bureaucracy be thoroughly 
carried out and can bureaucracy be completely defeated. 


To exercise supervision, strict party rules and party laws. Lenin already 
reorganized the state's supervisory organs into worker-peasant supervisory 
organs and workers supervisory organs as one of the measures to combat 
bureaucracy. He emphasized that the people's courts must give increased 
attention to punish according to law all instances of bureaucracy, as also 
the dilatory style of work and derelictions of duties in economic respects. 
He was of the opinion that the congresses of soviets, newspapers and periodi- 
cals .nd all measures against bureaucracy suggested by the masses "must all 
be systematically, unremittingly and repeatedly subjected to tests, 
comparisons and study." It must be realized that the fight against bureaucracy 
is a long-term struggle task. Lenin said: "The struggle against bureaucracy 
in a peasant country in a condition of extreme poverty requires a long period 
of time. The struggle must be conducted unremittingly, and a one-time defeat 
must not be allowed to cause dejection. An even longer period of time will 
be required to create an economic basis of a kind that will bring about the 
elimination of bureaucracy. Our struggle against bureaucracy must therefore 
be conducted in a persistent and dauntless spirit, and conducted relentlessly 
over a long period of time over and over again." 


In our struggle against bureaucracy we must exercise sound judgment and be 
practical and realistic. Lenin expressed it in most unequivocal terms: 

"If we find the evil of bureaucracy to be extant in administrative work, we 
must never conceal this abominable phenomenon, but expose it and eliminate it. 
Anyone who struggles against evil phenomena in the new system and forgets the 
true essence of the new system, also forgets that the working class estab- 
lished and is furthermore guiding this soviet type state, is absolutely 
incapable of clear thinking and talks irresponsible nonsense" ("Collected 
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Works of Lenin" Vol 33, p 6). We therefore do not agree to combat bureaucracy 
by means of anarchism and shall even less permit to have the fight against 
bureaucracy serve as a pretext for a total denial of the leadership of the 
party or for the adoption of a bourgeois liberalization. We must rather arm 
outselves with the ideological weapon of Lenin's antibureaucratic pronounce- 
ments and place ourselves under the unified strategy of the CCP Central 
Committee in our systematic and resolute fight against bureaucracy in our 
state organs, in order to make our contribution toward building up our 


country into a powerful socialist state with a high degree of material and 
spiritual culture. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


JIANGSU PROMOTES MIDDLE-AGED, YOUNGER CADRES TO LEADING BODIES 
Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 22 Jan 82 p l 


[Article: "Over 800 Middle-Aged and Younger Cadres Have Been Selected To Join the 
Leading Bodies at County and Higher Levels"] 


[Text] In an effort to speed up the process of organizing contingents of revolu- 
tionary, well-educated, and professionally competent young cadres to meet the cur- 
rent needs of the various construction projects, more than 800 middle-aged and 
younger cadres throughout Jiangsu Province have been selected over the past year 
to join the leading bodies at county and higher levels. Among them are more than 
100 outstanding middle-aged and younger cadres who have been appointed to leading 
posts in the provincial departments, offices, bureaus, and sections of various 
commissions and in prefectures and municipalities. 


This group of long-tested middle-aged and younger cadres has come to the fore 
through the struggle to build a socialist material civilization and spiritual 
civilization. When Lin Biao and the "gang of four" were in their heyday of power, 
many of these comrades proved able to resist and struggle against them in many 
different ways from a position of indomitable party character. Since the smash- 
ing of the "gang of four," they have been determined to thoroughly implement the 
line, principles, and policies adopted since the Third Plenary Session of the llth 
Party Central Committee, to uphold the four basic principles, to emancipate their 
minds, and to work hard. In this way, they have achieved remarkable successes in 
all fields of work. Some comrades have been praised by the masses as "men of ac- 
tion" for doing everything on a solid basis, for working hard, and for making 
frequent appearances in the frontline of duty in order to study aud solve practi- 
cal problems. 


A survey of the more than 100 middle-aged and younger cadres selected to replenish 
the staff of provincial departments, commissions, offices, sections, and bureaus 
as well as the staff of the prefectures and municipalities shows that their average 
age is 48 years old, and that their youngest cadres are 37 years old; college and 
middle school graduates make up 67 percent of the total. Many of the comrades 
have systematically studied agricultural and industrial economics, enterprise man- 
agement, metallurgy, mechanics, textile production, electronics, and other profes- 
sional courses. Some even have completed advanced studies in foreign countries. 
Some newly appointed middle-aged and younger cadres have acquired their profes- 
sional skills through lengthy experiments in practical work, through diligent 
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study, and through self-education. They are truly skilled in the management of 
industrial and agricultural production, and are truly able to organize work and 
provide leadership. 





This group of middle-aged and younger cadres was first recommended by the masses 
and then repeatedly examined and evaluated by their respective organizations be- 
fore they were finally selected by the provincial party committee, whose leading 
comrades shared the responsibility of examining them one by one and of soliciting 
views reflected by various authorities. In order to increase their understanding 
of these newly selected cadres, leading comrades on the provincial party committee 
have spent time studying and discussing the "Historical Resolution" with these 
outstanding middle-aged and younger cadres at reading classes and on other occa- 
sions. In the course of examining and evaluating them, the democratic style was 
brought into full play and the mass line was upheld. The decision on their selec- 
tion was finally made by the standing committee of the provincial party committee 
as a result of collective discussion. 


At present, these newly appointed outstanding middle-aged and younger cadres are 

. Closely cooperating and working together with the old cadres so that they can play 
2 positive role in their respective posts. In response to the provincial party 
committee's demand, these young cadres have promised to preserve their present 
lifestyle and their original nature as servants of the people, despite their trans- 
fer to new posicions which bring them additional responsibilities. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


LIU SHAOQI'S WORK ON ERRONEOUS TENDENCIES STILL VALID 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 4 Feb 82 p 4 


[Article by Yao Liwen [1202 0500 2429] and Zhou Zhixing [0719 1807 5281]: "Two- 
Front Struggle Deemed Necessary To Oppose Erroneous Tendencies" ] 


[Text] In our efforts to ensure the smooth implementation of the correct political 
line, our great party and every Marxist must be well prepared to work out a cor- 
rect strategy in the struggle against erroneous tendencies. This is an invaluable 
experience that our party has acquired at a high price during prolonged revolu- 
tionary struggle. After going over Volume 1 of the "Selected Works of Liu Shaoqi," 
one will find that Comrade Shaoqi paid dearly for summing up his experiences and 
for making an important contribution along this line. 


Unless Fallacies Are Discredited, Truth Cannot Be Verified 


Comrade Shaoqi maintained that opposing erroneous tendencies in a correct way calls 
for firmly waging a struggle on two fronts. If we fail to wage a struggle on two 
fronts in a realistic way that takes into account actual conditions, rightist or 
leftist trends of thought will flow like a flood to wash away what we have already 
achieved. In his "Talk to the Journalistic Delegation to North China,” he said: 

It is necessary to “firmly implement the party's correct line, and to criticize 
leftist and rightist tendencies simultaneously. This should be called the basic 
Marxist approach to criticism. Without discrediting leftist and rightist falla- 
cies, the truth cannot be verified. Endorsing truth means denouncing fallacies." 
("Selected Works of Liu Shaoqi," Vol 1, p 406; future mention of this volume will 
be indicated by page numbers only.) He drew this conclusion from our party's revo- 
lutionary practice. True, what Comrade Shaoqi had done during his prolonged tour 
of duty in the Kuomintang-controlled areas was based on this understanding. He had 
no respect for dogmatism, nor had he any respect for any mistaken leftist advice. 
At no time was he ever carried away by any particular statements by the masses or 
by some leaders’ emotional or pessimistic reports. Whatever he did, he always 

bore in mind the need to analyze the situation thoroughly and carefully, and to 
take proper steps to capture every opportune moment. He often reminded comrades 

of this truth: "When the objective situation is developing in a way that is un- 
favorable to our movement, we must wait patiently rather than act recklessly. If 
we lose patience at such crucial moments, we are bound to make mistakes. But when 
the tide of the objective situation flows in favor of our movement, we must never 
hesitate to move forward boldly. If we still want to wait at that hour, we may 
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also make mistakes."" (p 263) His emphasis on applying correct methods to prevent 
and oppose erroneous leftist and rightist tendencies was a reason that led him to 
come up with correct working policies, strategies, and principles during his tour 
of duty in the Kuomintang-controlled areas. 


Comrade Shaoqi never wanted to parrot what others had said before him in the course 
of criticizing a certain tendency. He always wanted to think everything over 
thoroughly in his own way and to assess every event in connection with the histor- 
ical conditions of a given time, so that he could see both sides of the coin. In 
1937, he wrote a letter to a responsible comrade on the Central Committee discuss- 
ing the experiences and lessons drawn from the defeat of the great revolution of 
1927. In addition to emphatically denouncing the erroneous right opportunist line 
represented by Chen Duxiu, he presented a view of his own, saying that the leftist 
tendency that existed in our practical work at that time also had a damaging effect 
On our revolutionary cause. Likewise, when he was in the process of formulating 

a policy to solve problems, he never overlooked the need to prevent and struggle 
against erroneous tendencies. On the eve of nationwide liberation, Comrade Shaoqi 
discussed new China's economic development policy and explicitly pointed out that 
this policy must be designed to prevent the following two erroneous tendencies: 

(1) The capitalist tendency to "pin all our hopes for economic development on in- 
dividual capitalists and to make unprincipled concessions to them" (p 430); (2) the 
adventurist tendency to "take too many premature and thoughtless steps in the so- 
Cialist direction of planning and developing the economy beyond the actual poten- 
tial.'' (p 430) He emphasized: "In planning the economy in the days ahead, we 

must constantly wage a struggle on two fronts and oppose the two aforementioned 
tendencies, in an effort to ensure thorough implementation of the correct policy 

of economic development." (p 431) A restudy of this statement by Comrade Shaoqi 
and a review of the twists and turns that we have traversed since the founding of 
the PRC really constitute something that is highly thought-provoking! 





Direct the Spearhead of Struggle at the Principal Tendency 


In his struggle against erroneous tendencies, Comrade Shaoqi always wanted to con- 
centrate his attention on applying Marxist dialectics as a yardstick to distinguish 
the leftist tendency from the rightist tendency, so that he could point out the 
tendency that poses the main danger to our interests. He was always capable of 
correctly assessing the situation, keeping to the correct orientation, and direct- 
ing the spearhead of the struggle at the principal tendency harmful to our revolu- 
tion. After the great revolution of 1927 failed, the left opportunists staged 
three comebacks to dominate the party. Many comrades were fooled by the promoters 
of the leftist line who could always present themselves as typical “revolution- 
aries." During this period, Comrade Shaoqi began to take every opportunity to com- 
bat and criticize the erroneous leftist tendency. In his article entitled "Criti- 
cize the Strategy for 'Quitting the Scab Trade Union,'"' published in 1932, he 
sternly criticized some comrades for considering themselves revolutionaries second 
to none and for taking a "leftist" stand in favor of quitting the scab trade union, 
and pointed out that this was "a typical form of left opportunism." (p 17) In the 
spring of 1936, Comrade Shaoqi arrived in Tianjin as the head of the North Bureau. 
By then, the party organizations in the North China region were under a grave 
threat of white terror. After seeing some comrades regularly take to the streets 
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on every commemorative occasion, distribute leaflets, throw stones, hold demonstra- 
tions, and follow other adventurist approaches despite the harsh conditions and 
environment, despite our own weaknesses and the mood of the masses, and despite 

the state of combat-readiness plotted by the enemy at that time, he agonizingly 
asked them: "Why, under such unfavorable conditions and circumstances, do you 
still want to continue to do something like that, at the risk of punitive attacks 
by the enemy?" (p 26) During this period, he wrote a series of articles criticiz- 
ing such "leftist" wrongdoings and giving erring comrades patient education. Under 
his guidance, the party organizations in North China finally succeeded in eliminat- 
ing the "leftist" ideological influence, thus clearing the way for consolidating 
the achievements of the "9 December" movement and for bringing the anti-Japanese 
movement for national salvation to a successful conclusion. 


Don't Overlook Hidden Tendencies 


Comrade Shaoqi could always keep close watch over a situation in which the inter- 
action of different types of contradictions takes place. While opposing the prin- 
cipal erroneous tendency, he never overlooked another tendency lurking behind it, 
Since he knew that the situation of the struggle and the social trends of thought 
are so complicated that in a given period of time, leftist and rightist tendencies 
may coexist and interact under certain conditions. When the anti-Japanese national 
united front was about to be formed, he went about the business of analyzing the 
class contradictions and national contradictions then under development so that he 
could work out a correct strategy for struggle. At that time, he was very much 
interested in the interaction of different types of contradictions. In November 
1936, he explicitly pointed out: "Before the formation of the present national 
united front was officially announced, the leftist ideology objecting to this 
front poses the main danger to us. But after its formation, the rightist ideology 
will gradually grow in strength [and be] the main danger to us." (p 47) Facts 
proved Comrade Shaoqi's judgment correct. Before the anti-Japanese national united 
front was officially formed, Comrade Shaoqi severely criticized the "leftist" view- 
point, saying that some comrades "known for their ‘absolutely uncompromising' and 
‘absolutely unyielding’ attitude seemingly want to overthrow everything. But ac- 
tually, they are capable of overthrowing nothing at all. In doing so, we may face 
the consequence of rejecting all allies who are likely to cooperate with us today, 
and push them into the embrace of the reactionary camps adding strength to the 
alliance and its overall power antagonistic to us." (pp 28, 29) After the out- 
break of the "7 July" incident, thanks to the efforts and push by our party, anti- 
Japanese national united front work developed on a wide scale. From then on, some 
comrades shifted their position from the extreme "left" to the extreme right 
through the adoption of a capitulationist policy of accommodating the big land- 
lords and capitalist classes and the Kuomintang. In a decision that he drafted 
for adoption by the North Bureau in November 1937, Comrade Shaoqi promptly pointed 
out: "We must step up our efforts to oppose the dangerous rightist tendency, be- 
cause it wants to discontinue and tone down our struggle for exercise of leader- 
ship over the masses, because it wants to abandon our struggle to lead the masses 
in improving their economic life, for fear of irritating and frightening away our 
allies, and because it is relunctant to mobilize the masses on behalf of the 
Eighth Army and the party, thus casting a pall over the independent political 
image of our party." (p 95) From then on, Comrade Shaoqi began to struggle ener- 
getically against the rightist wrongdoers who worked under the united front. In 
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doing so, he did not overlook the leftist tendency. In this connection, he stated: 
"At the same time, we must struggle against leftist wrongdoers who have proposed 
slogans too lofty to fall within the context of the principles of the united front 
and who have adopted methods of work and struggle that irritate the allies to an 
unnecessary degree." (p 95) 


In the course of combating erroneous tendencies within the party, Comrade Shaoqi 
also persisted in waging a struggle on two fronts in a correct way. Thus, he laid 
a foundation for the complete victory of the new democratic revolution in China. 
His works constitute an invaluable theoretical asset that he passed along to us. 
But during the socialist revolution and construction that have come about since 

the founding of the PRC, we have failed to make full use of this invaluable theo- 
retical asset. We have also failed to pay attention to the struggle on two fronts, 
and [have failed] to survey and analyze comprehensively and dialectically problems 
that exist in our socialist society. While opposing erroneous tendencies, we have 
frequently overlooked or intended to cover up the "leftist" tendency. We even have 
got "leftist" trash mixed up with rightist rubbish in our struggle against them. 

In the end, the more we oppose them, the farther we move to the left, thus causing 
grave damage to our revolutionary cause. We must remember this profound lesson. 


A conscientious study of Volume 1 of the "Selected Works of Liu Shaoqi"™ can make 
us further understand the need to struggle in a correct manner against erroneous 
tendencies. It can also help us sum up positive and negative experiences, avoid 
mistakes during this new historical period of socialist construction, and speed 

up the tempo of building a socialist material civilization and spiritual civiliza- 
tion in our country. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


IMPORTANCE OF SOCIALIST SPIRITUAL CIVILIZATION STRESSED 
Taiyuan TAIYUAN RIBAO in Chinese 5 Feb 82 p 2 


[Article by Han Chenghuang [7281 2110 3385] of the Propaganda Department of the 
[Shaanxi] Provincial Committee: "Marxism Has Always Placed Importance on the 
Building of Spiritual Civilization"] 


[Text] The party Central Committee is calling on the people of the entire 
country, along with building a high level of socialist material civilization, 
to build a high level of socialist spiritual civilization as well. This is both 
a task of great importance being proposed at present, and a feature of Marxist 
ideology all along. 


Since the history of the human race has departed from its primitive condition 
of savagery and ignorance and developed into civilized society, it has already 
passed through slave society, feudal society, capitalist society, and socialist 
society. Every society has its own material and spiritual civilization. As 
history advances, the level of civilization is also heightened, and socialist 
society, compared with other forms of society in the past, is the most ad- 
vanced, the most reasonable, and the most superior, and with respect to its 
level of civilization is naturally far higher than all other forms of society 
in history. Marx and Engels clearly pointed out in the "Communist Manifesto" 
that after the proletariat seized political power and confiscated all the 
capital of the propertied classes, they would "do everything possible to in- 
crease the total productive capacity," that is, develop material civilization. 
At the same time, they "must carry out the most thorough break with traditional 
concepts," and establish the ideology of communism; that is, develop spiritual 
civilization. Lenin also emphatically pointed out that socialism would ce- 
finitely create a "new and far higher productivity of labor," because "the 
productivity of labor is ultimately the major and most important thing that 
will guarantee the victory of the new social system." At the same time, we 
must also "educate the masses anew, organize and train the masses, spread 
knowledge, and engage in struggle against our heritage of ignorance, roughness, 
and lack of civilization."’ Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out as early as the 
period of the socialist revolution that we must not only establish a China that 
is politically democratic and economically prosperous, "but, moreover, we must 
take a China that is ignorant and backward due to having been ruled by the old 
culture, and change it into a China that is civilized and advanced because of 


being ruled by the new culture." After the entire country was liberated, Comrade 
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Mao Zedong solemnly announced: "The period of Chinese people being considered 
uncivilized by others has already passed; we shall appear in the world as a 
people possessing a high degree of culture." 


One can see that the revolutionary leaders of the proletariat have all along 
placed importance on the building of both material and spiritual civilization. 


Material civilization and spiritual civilization are mutually dependent, and 
each serves to advance the other. First of all, material civilization is the 
basis of spiritual civilization, and we cannot depart from material civilization 
in order to stress spiritual civilization, but we must definitely place the 
emphasis in the work of the entire party and the people of the whole country on 
economic construction. The more we advocate spiritual civilization, the more 
importance we must place on material production, and the more concerned we must 
be about the masses' material lives. It is precisely on this point that we 
draw a strict and clear line of demarcation tetween ourselves and the "leftists" 
of the past. On the contrary, spiritual civilization also has an immense 
countereffect on material civilization. This countereffect manifests itself 
chiefly in two areas: first, socialist spiritual civilization is an immense 
force, and can promote the continuous and stable development of socialist 
material civilization. The advancement of the building of material civiliza- 
tion is quite apparent; the immense promotional effect on material civilization 
of the socialist political ideology, ethics, and morals contained within 
spiritual civilization is also extremely obvious. If a person warmly loves 

his motherland and socialism, and has firmly established lofty communist ideals 
and the attitude of a worker, then he can conscientiously create even mcre 
wealth for the state, and can sacrifice all of his strength and wisdom for the 
building of the four modernizations. Second, socialist spiritual civilization 
is also an important guarantee of the socialist direction of the building of 
material civilization. Of course, the things that are foremost in deciding the 
socialist direction of the building of material civilization are the economic 
and political systems of socialism. At the same time, the political ideology, 
ethics, and morals of socialism and communism also have an effect that cannot 
be overlooked. It is very clear that if all the members of our society es- 
tablish the ideology, morals, sentiments, and worker's attitude of communism in 
a way that is more and more widespread and more and more firm; establish a 
conscientious law-abiding spirit and a high level of organizational spirit and 
spirit of discipline; and establish a lofty spirit of collectivism, patriotisn, 
internationalism, etc., then the socialist direction of the building of our 
material civilization will have a reliable guarantee. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


STUDY OF CORRECT THEORY TO RECTIFY PARTY PRACTICES CALLED URGENT TASK 
Taiyuan TAIYUAN RIBAO in Chinese 5 Feb 82 p 2 


[Article by the party committee of the Taiyuan Light Industry Bureau: "Step 
Up the Study of Theory; Make a Great Effort to Rectify Party Practices"] 


[Text] The party Central Committee has brought up the idea that this year we 
must cause our party practices to have a decisive change for the better. This 
is an urgent and serious task that has been placed before the entire party, and 
is also the crux of building socialist spiritual civilization. 


How a~e party practices to be rectified? Experience has clearly demonstrated 
that we must make a great effort to study Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong 
Thought, and step up the building of party ideology and theory from the funda- 
mentals. 


In the early period after our state was first established, the comrades of the 
entire party conscientiously studied the history of the development of society, 
conscientiously mastered the basic concepts of historical materialism, remade 
their thinking, firmly established a revolutionary world view, developed and 
carried forward the glorious tradition of serving the people with their whole 
hearts and minds, and were enthusiastically supported by the broad masses. In 
the first 7 years after the founding of our state, a socialist remaking of 
agriculture, handicrafts, and capitalist industry and commerce was successfully 
carried out; industrial and agricultural production increased rapidly, and the 
general climate of society was renewed. This is all still fresh in the minds 
of a good many comrades. But thereafter, and in particular during the 10 years 
of upheaval, due to the fact that we were under the influence of an erroneous 
guiding ideology, and adopted a doctrinaire and metaphysical attitude towards 
Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, ideology and theory were thrown into 
confusion. We lost our ability to resist the encroachments of the propertied 
class, feudalism, and small-producer mentality, and serious improper practices 
grew and spread within the party. To this day, there is still a portion of 
party members, particularly some comrades in positions of leadership who, be- 
cause they underestimate the importance of studying Marxism-Leninism and Mao 
Zedong Thought, are not able to use the standpoints, viewpoints, and methods of 
dialectical materialism and historical materialism to understand deeply, in the 
process of combining theory and practice, the correctness of a whole series of 
the party Central Committee's lines, principles, and policies. Hence, it is 
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also not possible for them to rouse their spirits, overcome their own interests 
in order to serve the common good, or strive to do a good job of the work they 
are responsible for. 


Ever since the party's Third Plenum, in order to improve the party's leadership, 
further rectify party practices, heighten the party's combat effectiveness, and 
guarantee the implementation of the party's lines, principles and policies, we 
have carried out, in the entire system of party branch secretaries, a program 
of releasing people from work, in groups, to undergo rotational training; and 
universally carried out edcuation of party members by means of party lectures 

on the four basic principles, the "three things to be warmly loved," the "five 
things to be stressed," and the "four beautifuls;" and organized them to con- 
scientiously study the "Standards," the draft of the revised constitution, and 
the "Resolutions Regarding Certain Historical Questions Since the Founding of 
Our State." On this basis, bureau party committees arranged for the disposition 
of the work of reorganizing enterprises and bureau organizations. Principal 
leading comrades of party committees separately immersed themselves in key 
enterprises, and helped leading bodies at the grassroots level to augment their 
organizational and ideological construction, enabling the broad mass of party 
members and cadres to further unify their thinking, rouse their spirits, and 
change their practices, thus advancing the reorganization of the enterprises. 


The "Resolutions Regarding Certain Historical Questions Since the Founding of 

Our State" points out that a very important reason why in the past we were 
capable of making a series of mistakes is that we adopted erroneous attitudes 

and methods toward Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought; and it is decidedly 
not that Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought themselves are not efficacious. 
In the new year, we resolve to guide the broad mass of party members and cadres 
in conscientiously studying Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought, and the party's 
lines, principles, and policies; correctly launch programs of criticism and 
self-criticism; commend good party members and cadres who are brave in struggling 
against improper practices; and step up disciplinary and examination work. 

We must deal severely with individuals whose mistakes are serious or who are 
incorrigible, and carry out solid, down-to-earth work in order to enable party 
practices to have a fundamental change for the better. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


LDEOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING SAID KEY TO SPIRITUAL CIVILIZATION 
Guangzhou NANFANG RIBAO in Chinese 8 Feb 82 p l 
[Article: "Further Strengthen the Building of Spiritual Civilization" ] 


[Text] In the past year, the building of spiritual civilization in our 
province, under the leadership of the provincial committee and all levels of 
the party committee, has achieved heartening results. The people's spirit 
has been further aroused; tangible progress has been made in social habits, 
public order, and public security; new morality and new habits have been 
promoted; and good individuals and good deeds continue to appear. We must 
sum up experiences and advance on the crest of victory in the new year so 
that the building of spiritual civilization in our province will be further 
enhanced and will sustain profound development. 


An increase in our ideological understanding is a prerequisite for doing well 
in building our spiritual civilization. Im the past year, knowledge concern- 
ing the building of spiritual civilization on the part of the broad masses of 
cadres and people in our province, particularly the leaders at all levels, 
has gradually increased. However, some cadres and people are still confused 
in their understanding. Every part of the province must organize the cadres 
and people to study and clarify. It is a long-term and major strategic task 
to understand that building a spiritual civilization is the basic guarantee 
for determining the direction of modern socialist construction. In imple- 
menting special policies and flexible measures, operating special economic 
zones, and being more open to foreigners in our province, it is especially 
important to do well in building a spiritual civilization. 


We must be good at using and developing the experience created by practice. 
This is an important condition for safeguarding an in-depth, sustained growth 
in building spiritual civilization. In the past year, every place that has 
launched the building of spiritual civilization has searched out and created 
good experiences. In the new year we must even more self-consciously use and 
develop these experiences. This requires us to clarify the demands on the 
present building of spiritual civilization. In the cities we must continue 
to stress sanitation and hygiene and civilized manners as the breach and 
launch activities concerning the "five stresses and four points of beauty." 
We demand that all organs, enterprises, services, schools, and organizations 
take the lead in launching the "five stresses and four points of beauty," 
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greening of the motherland, beautification of the environment, and other 
socialist public activities which should be sustained. At the same time, 
according to how things develop, we must continue to stress party workstyle, 
public order, and social customs so that they will decisively improve. In 
particular, we must stress the rectification of party workstyle and combine 
it closely with the struggle against erosive influences. Party workstyle is 
most important and is the key, and we must stress it vigorously and thoroughly. 
Among industrial mines, rural communes, and production teams, we must conduct 
education on the four basic principles and on socialism, patriotism, collec- 
tivism, and a concern for state, collective and individual interests. We 
must build a healthy end progressive cultural life and oppose feudal super- 
stition, business deals in marriages, and other old practices. We must con- 
tinue to mobilize and organize all propaganda forces and instruments, and 

we must intensify and sustain on a grand scale the propagating of the goals, 
meaning, and role of the building of spiritual civilization to create public 
opinion. We must emphatically propagate all kinds of good, moving examples 
while carrying out the necessary criticism and exposure of erroneous ideo- 
logical tendencies and undesirable individuals and deeds in order to support 
the good and suppress the evil, encourage the people throughout the province 
to be singleminded, and arouse their spirit to engage in the four moderniza- 
tions and build a socialist spiritual civilization. On the basis of exten- 
sively mobilizing the masses and increasing their understanding, we must 
adroitly guide action according to circumstances and formulate public agree- 
ments, popular agreements, rules, and administrative regulations that are 
feasible and practical and that concern general or specific aspects of 
spiritual civilization, so that they can be commonly adhered to and institu- 
tionalized. We must launch diversified forms of activities for different 
objects in building spiritual civilization. For example, young people can 
engage in shock worker activities, and women can engage in the "three-eight"’ 
Red-banner pacesetter activities. We can also launch activities to make 
proposals and selections through public appraisal which are of a mass 
character. What needs to be pointed out is that schools are the important 
front for building a spiritual civilization. We must further strengthen the 
ideological and political work of the schools; do well in the "five stresses 
and four points of beauty," in learning from Lei Feng, and in creating the 
"three good"; and emphasize the education of young people. We must advocate 
the wearing of uniforms by primary and middle school students. We must 
vigorously popularize the common speech [Putong hua], starting in kinder- 
garten and primary school. Through such education and activities, we can 
enhance the building of spiritual civilization and proceed more intensely, 
sturdily, and effectively. 


We must conscientiously strengthen and improve the party's leadership. This 
is the safeguard for doing well in building spiritual civilization. We 
should recognize that strong spiritual might derives from the party's ideo- 
logical education. Leading members of the party committee at all levels 
should truly proceed at the forefront of the masses, self-consciously place 
the building of spiritual civilization on the party committee's daily 
important agenda, and get a firm handle on the building of material civiliza- 
tion and spiritual civilization. We must formulate long-term and short-term 
programs for building spiritual civilization and exert every effort for their 
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implementation. We must do well in investigation, study, inspection, and 
supervision. We must sum up experiences and commend the advanced. We must 
earnestly resolve various problems arising from the building of spiritual 
civilization. We should, for example, gradually establish a backbone con- 
tingent of the masses to build spiritual civilization in the countryside and 
industrial mines; gradually revive and perfect the reporter system so that 
leaders at all levels will regularly make news and policy reports to the 
cadres and the masses; do well in television broadcasting and cable broad- 
casting in the countryside; do well in building facilities for cultural and 
amusement activities for the masses (cultural palaces, cultural centers, and 
cultural rooms); and strengthen the management of imported cultural finished 
products. We must give full play to the important roles of worker, youth, 
women's, and other mass organizations as well as propaganda, educational, 
cultural, art and literature, and other departments. At the same time, when 
we stress mass activities for the building of spiritual civilization, we must 
vigorously stress the building of the party committee's own spiritual 
civilization, rectify the party workstyle, and guide popular customs. Lead- 
ers at all levels must self-consciously promote the party's rine workstyle 
and lead the broad masses of cadres and people in the resolute struggle 
against all kinds of unlawful activities, unhealthy trends, and evil prac- 
tices, so that all levels of party committees will truly become strong com- 
mand headquarters leading the masses in building material civilization and 
spiritual civilization. In any case, leaders at all levels must become lead- 
ers in building a socialist spiritual civilization and take the lead in 
implementing, reporting, and performing ideological and political work. We 
must make the outcome of the work of building a spiritual civilization a 
major part of the assessment of the spiritual condition and cultural level 
of all party organizations, as well as a major condition in the assessment 
of all levels of leading groups. 


Comrade Hu Yaobang has pointed out: "A basic task on our ideological front 

is to make our party's correct line truly the unshakable will and belief of 
the broad masses of party members, cadres, and people, and truly the ideology, 
consciousness, and opinion of the millions upon millions of people them 
selves."" To build a spiritual civilization, we must firmly bear this basic 
task in mind and emphasize the central link of ideological education. In 
this way, the party line will reach deep into the hearts of the people; the 
strong belief that our cause will triumph and that the four modernizations 
will become a reality will be generally established; and proletarian ideology, 
including political beliefs and moral concepts, will become the ruling 
ideology, social consciousness, social opinion, and social custom. To build 
a spiritual civilization, we must carry out [the task] with perseverance 
beginning right now, in every concrete activity and by every individual. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


BUILDING OF GOOD CHARACTER, MORALS STRESSED 
Guangzhou NANFANG RIBAO in Chinese 8 Feb 82 p 4 


[Article by Jiang Yongliu [3068 3057 3177]: "On the ‘Character and Morals of 
the Lotus'"] 


[Text] Of all the flowers, I have a special adoration for the lotus. When- 
ever I have some free time in the height of summer, I go by lotus root ponds 
in the near suburbs or banks of lotus ponds in the park to enjoy the sight of 
lotus with great pleasure. Strange to say, the mere enjoyment of the sight 
of the lotus in bloom naturally causes me to think about the popular lines 

of the Northern Song philosopher Zhou Dunyi that praise the lotus. He wrote 
in his prose work "On the fondness for lotus": "I am fond of lotus only 
because they grow out of the mud untainted and do not look frivolous as they 
are washed in the clear and bright moving water. They are through on the 
inside and straight on the outside; they do not cling to anything for support 
and have no side branches; their fragrance travels far and their clearness is 
enhanced; they are graceful, untainted, and upright...." Lotus grow out of 
the mud but are not tainted in any way. For a long time, at the mere men- 
tion of lotus, people have not been able to help blurting out the famous line 
"growing out of the mud untainted." 


Actually, praise of lotus for "growing out of the mud untainted" in "On the 
fondness for lotus" is a personification. The author at that time used lotus 
to make self-comparisons and hints to those mundane people who pursued riches 
and honor, benefits and salary. Precisely because of tiis, the author's 
famous words in praise of lotus have for centuries been the common phrase to 
describe those who have exceptionally good character and morals and who are 
not assimilated by a negative environment. 


In a recent speech to some of the leading cadres in our province, a leading 
comrade of the disciplinary committee of the Party Central Committee men- 
tioned his hope that party members and cadres in Guangdong would maintain and 
carry forward two noble qualities and [points of] character in building a 
soclalist spiritual civilization: be like the pine tree, which cannot be 
blown down by the most severe typhoon; be like the lotus, which grows out of 
the mud but is untainted. These ardent expectations are very touching. 
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I believe today's hope that our party members and cadres will maintain such 
noble character and morals of the lotus and will “grow out of the mud but be 
untainted" will not be misunderstood. But ours is a land liberated for 30- 
odd years and with a bright environment; how can it be touched by mud? 

Raising such a subject is nothing more than saying that we still have a 
"polluted environment." With the rapid growth of foreign economic activities, 
a capitalist mentality and temperament has unavoidably been introduced to 
some extent in Guangdong in particular, so that the environment has been 
"polluted" in certain ways. Therefore, the advocation of the "character and 
morals of the lotus" has a very practical aim. 


What we can be proud of is that in the "polluted" environment, an absolute 

m jority of our comrades refuse to be contaminated by evil influences. They 
are unmoved and unobsessed in the face of grotesque and gaudy material tempta- 
ticns as well as the bribery and erosion of undesirable elements, maintaining 
their constant and upright moral integrity. On 27 January, NANFANG RIBAO 
reported on Peng Shi [1756 6524], deputy chief of the public security bureau 
in Lufeng County, who has been in charge of examining and approving entry and 
departure [requests] since August of the year before last, and has handled 

his vork impartially and refused to accept gifts on 14 instances. Whether 
they were gifts expressing gratitude or big monetary gifts, they were 
graciously declined or harshly rejected. Is Comrade Peng Shi's healthy and 
untainted moral integrity not a precise indication of the "character and 
morals of the lotus"! 

Nevertheless, some people cannot withstand "pollution." They are tempted in 
the face of the invading capitalist "candied bomb": the smuggling and sale 

of smuggled goods, corruption and taking of bribes, or the use of public 
office for private gain. From "a few opportunities," some pursue Renminbi, 
and when not content with the pursuit of Renminbi they pursue “overseas 
remittances." To satisfy their personal desires they ignore national and 
personal integrity, act obsequiously in front of foreigners, and ruin national 
prestige. What is terrible is that among those who engage in this kind of 
business, there are "small cadres" as well as those who participate with the 
blessings of "big cadres."' Of course, to talk about "character and morals of 
the lotus" with these people is mere sarcasm, for they themselves are the 
"mud" and are among the things to be removed. Despite the fact that these 
people are an absolute minority, their unfavorable influence should not be 
underestimated. For this reason alone, to demand that the broad masses of 
party members and cadres maintain the "character and morals of the lotus" is 
truly profound in significance. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


IMPORTANCE OF BUILDING UNITED FRONT STRESSED 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO 4 Mar 82 pl 
[Article: "A Unified Frmt Is Still Our Party's Great Magic Weapon") 


[Text] For a very log historical period hereafter, a united front shall con- 
tinue to be a great magic weapon of qur party, and continue to have immense 
vitality. Without the broad masses of comrades outside the party working in 
full cooperation with us, and fighting shoulder to shoulder with us, it would 
not be possible for us to complete the Three Great Tasks. At present the major 
erroneous tendency affecting the work of bringing about a united front is not 
rightism, but “leftism." Hereafter, the task of building a united front will 
not be lessened, but will be made more difficult. This was the common under- 
standing of the comrades attending aqur city's working conference on building a 
united front. 


The Shanghai Municipal Cammittee's working cmference ao the united front was 
held fram February 24 to March 2. The conference transmitted and enthusi- 
astically discussed the spirit of the recently held national working conference 
on maintaining a united front, as well as the content of the speeches made 
there by Hu Yaobang and other leading comrades of the Central Committee, for 
which everyone displayed resolute support and a will to implement them con- 
scientiously. The conference was attended by leading comrades of the municipal 
committee Chen Guodong [7115 0948 2767], Hu Lijiao [7579 4539 2403], Wang 
Daohan [3976 6670 3211], Zhog Min [6988 3046], Zhao Xingzhi [6392 5887 1807], 
Fu Zhengnong [5958 1767 6593], Chen Yi [7115 3085], and Yang Shifa [2799 1102 
3127), and Comrade Chen Guoda@mg made an important speech. Zhang Chengzmg 
{1728 2110 1350], chief of the united front section of the municipal committee, 
made a statement at the meeting om the subject of the 1982 task for Shanghai 
Municipality in the work of bringing about a united front. The comference was 
attended by more than 1000 people including those in charge of the municipal 
committee; all departments, committees, and offices of the municipal government; 
the various areas, counties, and bureaus; and the party committees of specialized 
schools of higher education and research departments; as well as leading cadres 
of all levels of the united front section. 


In his speech, Comrade Chen Guodamg said that the speeches of leading comrades 
of the Central Tlommittee that were transmitted at this coonference provided a 
theoretical elucidation of the fundamental problems of bwilding a united fromt 
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in the new historic period, and clearly pointed out the main tasks for future 
united front work. After the Third Plenum of the party's llth Central Canm- 
mittee, a patriotic united front was gradually restored, and developed 
vigorously. However, the important significance of united front work in the 
new historic period has still not aroused the universal serious attentio of 
comrades on all fronts. There are some comrades who still have quite a vague 
understanding of united front work, and this phenamenon can be ooncentrated 
into one point--that "leftist" influence has not yet been completely eliminated, 
and their misgivings [which arise from that influence] have not been dispelled. 
This is all connected with the fact that we have not propagandized enough 
regarding the strategy and policy decisions relating to the party's united 
front work, and have not studied the problems enough. It is also apparent 
that we still must continuously study the party's lines, guiding principles, 
and policies since the Third Plenum, deepen our theoretical understanding of 
them, became more deeply involved in eliminating the errmeous influence of 
"leftism" from every aspect of life and, at the same time, be aware of ten- 
dencies that deviate fromthe Four Basic Principles. Thus, we will be able to 
maintain true political unanimity with the party Central Camnittee. 


Camrade Chen Guodamg said that in Shanghai there is a canparatively large con- 
centration of persaqages outside the party who are patriotic, support the party, 
and support socialism. Many of them have considerable knowledce, are experts 
in their fields, and same of them have inventive and creative ability, and 
have brought a positive effect into play in each and every area. They are an 
important force that cannot be overlooked for the building of socialist 
material and spiritual civilization. If only we do a good jo of our work, 
then it will have avery great effect om mobilizing all positive elements and 
pranoting the building of the four modernizations and the return of Taiwan to 
the motherland. Doing a good job of united front work is absolutely not merely 
a measure of expediency, but is a great strategy and policy decision. As long 
as classes have not been totally eliminated. and the Canmunist Party still 
exists, then we must persevere in cooperatin 3 with personages outside the 
party, and maintain a united front. Engaging in united front work is not only 
the affair of the united front branch, but all party members of all levels of 
party committee, especially the principal comrades in charge of the party 
committees and governments, must place great importance on, and do a good job 
of, united front work. 


Canrade Chen Guodaong mentioned the problem of Going a good job of our work 
among intellectuals. He said that intellectuals are an important, indispensable 
force for our building of socialist material and spiritual civilization. The 
revolution needs intellectuals, and the building of the four modernizations 
especially needs a large number of intellectuals. The object of our united 
front work, for the most part, consists of intellectuals, and Shanghai is a 
place where there is a comparatively large concentration of intellectuals. 

For this reason, doing a good jab of our work among intellectuals is especially 
important. However, to this day there is still a portion of comrades who have 
an insufficient understanding of the position and effect of intellectuals in 
the new historic period, and there is even still a certain amount of prejudice. 
We must be aware of the ardent patriotism of the broad mass of intellectuals, 
their warm love of the party and of socialism, their positive work, and their 
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willingness to make an effort towards the building of the four modernizations; 
these qualities characterize the mainstream of intellectuals. At present, we 
must strengthen our ideological leadership, continue to implement the party's 
policies on intellectuals, do a good job of solving the problems we have in- 
herited from the past, fully mobilize the enthusiasm of the broad mass of 
intellectuals, bring their intelligence, ability, and wisdam into full play, 
and struggle a vigorously to be camparatively effective in all this within a 
short period of time. 


The camrades attending the conference, in summing up their work, felt that wer 
the past 5 years, and particularly since the Third Plenum of the party's 

Central Coanmittee, the united front work of Shanghai Municipality, under the 
leadership of the municipal committee, had conscientiously implemented the 
Central Canmittee's lines, guiding principles, and policies, and had accamplished 
a great deal, so that there had actually been improvement in certain areas. 

The mood of personages outside the party has calmed, the party's political 

unity with persqages in all walks of life has been strengthened, and our 
unified front presents a most vigorous aspect. 


The conference brought up four suggestions for opening up a newer prospect 

for united front work in the new year: 1. Launch, on an extensive scale, a 
program of re-education on the theory, guiding principles, and policies 
relating to the united front, to heighten the understanding of the broad mass 
of party members of the importance of a united front in the new period. 

2. Camtinue to take firm charge of the implementation of all policies relating 
to the united front. If these policies are not implemented, then the idea of 
stepping up our united front work will become mere empty words. In the wake 
of the 3 years following the bringing of order out of chaos, avery great deal 
has been accamnplished in the work of implementing our various united front 
policies. However, a good many problems still remain to & solved, there is 
still a great deal of work to be dame, and we must pay careful attention to 
enabling these remaining problems to obtain a satisfactory, fair, and reasonable 
solution. 3. Bring the effect of the Political Cmsultative Conference, the 
various democratic party factions, and relevant people's organizations into 
full play; do a good ja of the work of arranging for the utilization of per- 
sonages outside the party, do a good jab of cooperating and working together 
with them, mabilize their enthusiasm, and comtinue to organize them and moti- 
vate them to serve the building of socialist modernization and the great enter- 
prise of national unity. 4. Step up self-comstruction by the united front 
branch. The vast contributiaom made by Camrade Zhou Enlai throughout his life 
towards building a united front for the Chinese Revolution, and the glorious 
image and spiritual force he left behind him, will always be with us. We must 
definitely study the good thinking, good practices, and good style of Camrade 
Zhou Enlai; improve our practices in united front work; actively make friends 
with personages outside the party; and make a great effort to establish a 
relationship of true devotion, of sharing the bitter and the better, with 
friends outside the party. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


LARGE NUMBER OF EDUCATED YOUTHS RETURN TO XINJILANG 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 14 Mar 82 p 1 
(Article: "Shanghai Sends Over 10,000 Youths Back to Xinjiang" ] 


[Text] Since last year, Shanghai Municipality has sent more than 10,000 "support 
the frontier region" youths back to Xinjiang farms where they will serve as farmers 
and defenders of that frontier region. 


During the early 1960's, in response to the Party Central Committee's call to sup- 
port and develop our frontier regions, nearly 100,000 educated youths in Shanghai 
volunteered to go to Xinjiang to take part in the work of the PLA Production and 
Construction Corps. They have spent more than 10 years in that sparsely populated 
Gobi Desert area working hard to reclaim the wasteland and raise grain and cotton 
crops as a contribution to the consolidation and development of that frontier re- 
gion, This effort has been warmly praised and highly valued by the people of all 
nationalities in Xinjiang. But by the end of 1980, a "back to the city" wind trig- 
gered by a few people in some localities of Xinjiang drove many thoughtless youths 
back to Shanghai with the illusion that they could restore their residential status 
and find jobs in Shanghai. 


Early last year, the State Council proposed that feasible but resolute measures be 
adopted to resettle in Xinjiang the majority of those support-the-frontier youths 
who had returned to Shanghai. Meanwhile, realistic steps were to be taken to trans- 
fer a specific number of specifically qualified youths back to Shanghai. This has 
been hailed as realistic and reasonable by the overwheiming majority of support- 
the-frontier youths, who are willing to continue to carry forward the traditional 
revolutionary spirit which “inspires good sons and daughters to pursue careers far 
from their homes," and to follow the government-sponsored arrangements. Since 
then, many have packed for the trip back to Xinjiang. Visitors who returned for 
family reunions have also left for their posts in Xinjiang as originally scheduled. 
During their stay in Shanghai, cadres on the staff of relevant departments and 
residential commissions in the neighborhoods who are concerned with their well- 
being have organized the young visitors to study the party's principles and poli- 
cies and have, through patient and meticulous implementation of ideological and 
political work, persuaded them to return to their posts as soon as possible. In 
addition, they have voluntarily helped some of the support-the-frontier youths to 
solve specific difficulties caused by their prolonged stay in Shanghai. 
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After their return to Xinjiang, these support-the-frontier youths have been ac- 
corded a warm welcome by the government at all levels in Xinjiang, the leadership 
of the farms under the PLA Production and Construction Corps, and the masses of 
workers. In their letters to cadres and their relatives in Shanghai, in which they 
report on their life in Xinjiang and on what they have done since their resettle- 
ment there, many of them have reassured their beloved ones and the cadres in Shang- 
hai that they will turn out to be all right; in addition, they have pledged to re- 
double their efforts to make up for losses caused by their thoughtless trip back 

to Shanghai. Returning these support-the-frontier youths to Xinjiang from Shang- 
hai is bound to have a beneficial effect on economic readjustment and political 
stability in both areas. 


For many different reasons, some support-the-frontier youths failed to return to 
Xinjiang last year as scheduled. While in Shanghai they have noted many problems 
[there], ranging from overpopulated residential areas and housing shortages to 
tratfic congestion. This is why they have called the decision of the Party Cen- 
tral Committee and the State Council to resettle the overwhelming majority of 
Support-the-frontier youths in Xinjiang a correct policy. The spreading of the 
news that a large number of support-the-frontier youths have again settled in 
Xinjiang after their return has led those who remain in Shanghai to become more 
determined than ever to pack up for the trip back to Xinjiang. Today they have 
completed their mental and material preparations for such trips. As soon as the 
weather becomes warmer, they will be eager to return to the Xinjiang farms where 
they had lived for years. It has been learned that in March, more than 300 sup- 
port-the-frontier youths are ready to return to Xinjiang; more are expected to 
leave for Xinjiang in April and May. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


HARBIN GOVERNMENT WORK REPORT 
Harbin HARBIN RIBAO 16 Mar 82 p 1-4 


[Report by Wang Huacheng [3769 0553 2052]: ‘Government Work Report to the /hird 
Session of the Seventh Harbin Municipal People's Congress, 5 Mar 1981''--excerpts 
from a three-page article] 


[Excerpts] 4. Relying on the Masses, Strengihen City Management.... 


At present, the problems of city management are very numerous. In particular, 
the city plan does not provide full guidance for construction, so that private 
and excessive construction is serious; the urban population is not strictly 
controlled, the machinery [of government] has grown too large, the natural in- 
crease in population is rising again; great amounts of land and water resources 
are wasted; damage to the city government's public facilities and pollution of 
the environment are severe.... 


5. Energetically Implement Socialist Spiritual Civilization.... 
Further improve social order; combat criminal economic activity.... Resolutely 
combat criminal} economic activity in economic regions. This is a serious 
Struggle against ideological corruption by the bourgeoisie, a serious struggle 
to eliminate the poisonous heritage of the old society and the ten years of 
internal chaos. It is integral to the existence and prosperity of our party 
and country. It is the key to shaping up the party's style, social attitudes, 
and social order.... 


Rectify Government Organs in a Down-to-Earth Way 


The provincial party committee and the provincial government have decided to 
make this year the year of rectification. The municipal government is the 
city's leading organ and must take the lead in rectification, as a model for 
the whole city.... 


Continue eliminating the "leftist" tendency; remove rightist interference, 
rectify thought.... 


Establish and perfect the unit responsibility system, strengthen leading groups, 
rectify organizations. Overcoming bureaucratism and raising work efficiency is 
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a key to the reform of government work. The various departments of government 
must all fully carry out their functions and take the initiative to fulfill 
their duties creatively. Each cadre musi take charge of his own affairs in 
accordance with the unit responsibility system, fulfill his responsibilities, 
and do his job well.... The structure of the leading groups at each level 
should be strengthened and gradually made more revolutionary, younger, more 
intellectual, and more specialized. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


EFFECTS OF WEATHER CONDITIONS ON MISSILES DESCRIBED 


Beijing JIEFANGJUN HUABAO [LIBERATION ARMY PICTORIAL] in Chinese No 3, 1982 
pp 40-41 


[Article by Chen Langing (7115 1526 1987): '"'The Weather and Guided Missiles"| 


[Text] The success or failure of military operations is greatly affected by 
such weather conditions as wind, rain, snow and sand storms and bitter winter 
cold and intense summer heat. According to legend, during the period of the 
Three Kingdoms, the allied forces of Sun Quan and Liu Bei, with the aid of the 
southeast wind, destroyed Cao Cao's warships by fire, and Zhuge Liang made use 
of dense fog to "fool the enemy with straw boats to capture his arrows." These 
are battle examples in which weather conditions were utilized to defeat the enemy 
by a surprise move. In June 1812, some 600,000 troops under the command of 
Napoleon attacked Russia with tremendous success in the early stage of battle. 
Later on, because the French troops unexpectedly encountered Russia's con- 
tinental climate of intense summer heat and severe winter cold, their combat 
strength was greatly reduced. About December, they were forced to flee in 
panic. At all times and in all countries, it is not hard to find examples in 
history in which weather conditions had an impact on victory or defeat in battle. 
With the advent of modern weapons and equipment and three-dimensional warfare, 
the effect of weather conditions on military training and military operations 
will become greater and greater. 


In comparison with units of other service arms, guided missile units are more 
susceptible to the effects of weather conditions. In ground support operations, 
a missile that has been erected must be able to withstand the wind force for it 
to remain in an upright position. A pointed and conical shape missile nose is 
a good discharge object, and launchers, missiles and ground support electronic 
equipment standing upright can easily be hit by lightning. 


During fueling operations, lightning can touch off a fire and an explosion. 
Lightning can also strike a missile in the air. Moreover, torrential rain and 
dense fog can affect a missile's accuracy, and high humidity can lower the in- 
sulation resistance of a missile fuselage and ground support equipment and 
cause them to have electricity leakage and become short circuited and electri- 
cally charged. Water penetrating a missile fuselage can damage the instrumen- 
tation stored inside. 
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In summary, we can see that weather conditions have an important effect on such 
things as the accuracy, launching, flight, tracking and guidance, storage and 
transport of missiles. Therefore, establishing meterological fenduis within 
guided missile units to take up the work of making weather observations from 
the ground and aerial survey and atmospheric forecast is necessary to provide 
support to missile units in training and in combat. 


Photo captions [photos not reproduced] 
l. A guided missile unit's weather station. 


2. Rainfall gauging radar monitors changes in weather conditions around the 
launch site. 


3. Weather balloons can provide such data as temperature, hunidity, [Barometric] 


pressure and wind force. 
4. Workers receive meterological data sent back from the atmosphere. 
5. On duty forecasters analyze weather information to make a weather forecast. 


6. A guided missile being launched under favorable weather condition. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


TRANSPORT UNIT CROSSES SNOWBOUND MOUNTAINS TO, FROM XIZANG 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 12 Feb 82 p l 


[Article by Zhao Guangwen [6392 0342 2429] and Bai Meiyuan [4101 5019 0337]: 
"Logistics Department of Chengdu Units Commends Its Transport Brigade for 
Successfully Transporting Materials to Xizang Despite Snowstorm" ] 


[Text] On 31 January the logistics department of the Chengdu units commended 
some 2,300 commanders and fighters of its transport brigade for successfully 
transporting materials to Xizang and bringing back transferred cadres despite 
a snowstorm. These commanders and fighters, fearless of hardships, hunger 
and severe cold, battled against a snowstorm for 8 nights and days, and both 
personnel and vehicles safely passed through snowbound mountain areas and 
snowslide sectors. They successfully fulfilled their glorious tasks. 


At the end of last year, these commanders and fighters of the transport 
brigade took up the task of shipping Spring Festival goods to Xizang and 
bringing back Xizang cadres transferred to other tasks. On their westbound 
drive and eastbound return, they ran up against an extraordinarily heavy 
snowstorm such as has seldom been seen in Xizang in the past three decades. 

A 73-km sector from Baiman to Ranwu and Zhongba on the Sichuan-Xizang highway 
was covered with snow 1 meter deep, and severe snowslides in many sectors 

of the Ranwu, Mila, and Demula mountains 4,000 meters above sea level blocked 
the highway and stopped traffic. More than 1,190 motor vehicles were blocked 
in this sector. The units were confronted with serious difficulties-- 
scarcity of oxygen in the high mountains, severe cold, lack of food, and 
water supply cut off. In order to clear the accumulated snow and open the 
highway as quickly as possible, the deputy leader of the working team, Cheng 
Weirong [7115 4850 2837], and deputy commander Zhou Jigao [6650 4764 0707] of 
a certain motor battalion immediately contacted the local units concerned. 
The Zhanu road maintenance section sent two bulldozers, which worked for 

5 days to shovel the snow and open the way. Commander Chen Xifu [7115 6932 
4395] of a certain motor battalion at the head of unit cadres and fighters 
worked feverishly to dig snow in the blocked sectors, braving severe cold 30°C 
below zero, and directed the vehicles to pass through the danger sectors one 
by one. The second motocade company of a certain motor battalion was stopped 
by snowslide on the Ranwu mountain, and two vehicles were buried by snow. All 
comrades of the company dug snow and saved their vehicles, despite the fact 
that they had no food or drink round the clock. Not having tools, they dug 
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tle snow with their bare hands until they had salvaged their vehicles from 

the snow bank. As night fell the wind howled, flying snow blew in their 
faces, and the temperature dropped 40° C below zero. Some fighters offered 
their bed rolls to the local drivers and passed the night in the vehicle or 
driver's cabs. Every half hour they started the engines to prevent them 

from freezing. The third company of a certain motor battalion was blocked up 
on the Mila mountain with a motorcade of five vehicles following. Wielding 

a spade, political commissar Yin Haiyang [1438 3189 3152], together with all 
the fighters of his company, dug snow to open the way, moving forward a sector 
as soon as it was cleared of snow. They nibbled on biscuits when hungry and 
swallowed a handful of snow when thirsty. The company had only 10 jin of 
biscuits, and the cadres offered their share to the fighters, and the old 
fighters offered theirs to the new fighters, none taking one piece more. They 
fought hard for 2 days and a night. They advanced scores of vehicles over the 
mountain top one by one, opening the way for the oncoming motorcade. The 

9th company of a certain motor battalion arrived at the Ranwu station on 

the afternoon of 22 December; they could have taken a rest there overnight 
before passing through the danger sector at the Wugou Tiger Mouth the next 
day. But if they had done so the oncoming motorcade could have been blocked 
once again. Disregarding hunger and fatigue they took risks and passed the 
Wugou Tiger Mouth the same night. Here the road was narrow, with hanging 
cliffs on one side and deep valleys on the other, and the vehicles had to be 
driven along the road skillfully. Comrades like Communist Party member Sun 
Dawen [1327 1129 2429] took off their fur overcoats, placed them under the 
wheels, and pushed the vehicles forward. Disregarding obstacles they pushed 
scores of vehicles through the Tiger Mouth, thus insuring a smooth transit. 
After fighting hard for 8 days and nights from 10 through 18 December, they 
finally beat the violent snowstorm and all the vehicles safely arrived without 
accident. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


BRIEFS 


WUHAN PLA UNITS" CIRCULAR--The headquarters of the Wuhan PLA units issued a 
circular to commend 21 advanced units and 73 advanced individuals who emerged 
in the activities of building socialist spiritual civilization. The circular 
calls on all commanders and fighters of their subordinate units to strive to 
become progressives and models in the activities of building socialist spirit- 
ual civilization. The circular was issued at this morning's closing ceremony 
of the symposium on spiritual civilization which was held at the headquarters 
of the Wuhan PLA units. [Wuhan Hubei Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 
28 Mar 82 HK] 


HENAN MILITIA EDUCATION FORUM--From 11 to 13 March, the propaganda department 
of the Henan Provincial CCP Committee and the political department of the Henan 
Provincial Military District jointly held a forum on militia political educa- 
tion. The forum laid stress on studying the issues of conducting militia 
political education in the new situation by people's armed forces departments 
under the unified leadership of local CCP Committees and in coordination with 
local propaganda and cultural departments, trade unions, CYL organizations and 
women's federations. Attending were responsible comrades of all prefectural 
and municipal CCP Committees, the CCP Committee's Propaganda Department and the 
people's armed forces department of the Zhengzhou Railway Bureau, the political 
departments of all military subdistricts and garrisons, the provincial federa- 
tion of trade unions, the provincial CYL Committee and the Provincial Women's 
Federation and relevant comrades of the Provincial Culture Bureau and all press 
units. [Zhengzhou Henan Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 15 Mar 82 HK] 


LHASA PLA STUDY MEETING--The Xizang Military District convened a meeting of 
Lhasa PLA units in commemoration of the 19th anniversary of Chairman Mao's call 
for learning from Comrade Lei Feng on the afternoon of 5 March. Present at 

the meeting were Qie Jinwu, commander of the Xizand Military District; Sun Yu- 
shan, political commisar; other leading comrades of the military district and 
the officers and fighters of the Lhasa PLA units, all together over 1,200 
people. (Da Mayuan), deputy political commissar of the military district de- 
livered a speech at the meeting, expounding the great significance of the drive 
of "learning from Lei Feng" and that of the all-people civility and courtesy 
month, and elaborating on the steps and requirements to start off the drive. 
{HKO90921 Lhasa Xizang Regional Service in Mandarin 1130 GMT 8 Mar 82] 
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ARMY CADRES SENT TO WORK--At a work meeting of the military commission, Chief 
of General Staff Yang Dezhi once again stressed the importance of the instruc- 
tions issued by Comrade Deng Xiaoping, chairman of the military commission. To 
reduce the burden on urban areas and localities, cadres of the PLA units 
stationed in big cities who are to be transferred to civilian work should 
generally be transferred to civilian work in other areas than the cities. 
[Text] [0W032114 (Clandestine) Ba Yi Radio in Mandarin to China 1330 GMT 2 

Apr 82] 


CHEM'CAL WEAPONS WORK EXPLOSION--It has been learned that the big explosion in 
the Fuding County i harmaceutical Plant in Fujian Province was caused by an ex- 
periment of a formula related with the manufacture of chemical weapons. Accord- 
ing to a report, over 100 people were killed, while 215 people were injured. 

The total property damages were estimated to be tens of millions of yuan. 

[Text] [OW101126 (Clandestine) Ba Yi Radio in Mandarin to China 1330 GMT 9 Apr 
82] 


RETIREES COMMIT SUICIDE--From 3 January to 31 March, 4,200 personnel were re- 
tired from the Shenyang PLA units, including more than 500 veteran combat 
heroes and model armymen. In the course of their retirement, 11 of them 
commited suicide--2 division-level cadres, 4 regimental-level cadres and 5 
battalion- or company-level cadres. [Text] [0W032120 (Clandestine) By Yi 
Radio in Mandarin to China 1330 GMT 2 Apr 82] 


CSO: 4005/750 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


MAO'S TEACHINGS ON LITERARY IDEOLOGY SAID STILL VALID 
Jinan DAZHONG RIBAO in Chinese 13 Dec 81 p 4 


[Article by Ren Fuxian [0117 1318 0341]: "We Must Conscientiously Study and 
Research Mao Zedong's System of Literary Ideology" ] 


[Text] The resolutions of the Sixth Plenary Session of the 1lth Central 
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party made scientific and precise 
criticism of Mao Zedong Thought in order to give us a guiding ideology and 
establish models for our study and research into Comrade Mao Zedong's 
literary ideology. Our proletarian literature is fundamentally distin- 
guished from the literature of other times and classes by its distinctly 
party character and correct guiding ideology, the latter being Marxisn- 
Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought. More particularly, the guiding ideology 
is Marxist literary ideals and Comrade Mao Zedong's literary ideology. 
Comrade Mao Zedong's system of literary thought is an important ideological 
weapon for us when we are engaged in creating literature or in literary 
criticism, it being the guarantee that our revolutionary literary work is 
advancing in the correct direction. 


But in the face of the tide of capitalist liberalization that has appeared 
on the literary battlefront, Comrade Mao Zedong's system of literary thought 
has become the target for some people's disparagement and attacks. What 
they say is: "Marx, Lenin, and Stalin, along with Comrade Mao Zedong, to- 
gether did not establish an ideological system that included a completely 
correct theory of literature." They say t hat Comrade Mao Zedong's "Talks 
at the Yenan Forum on Art and Literature," in which he said that "the most 
important thing is to study the external rules of literature," "does not 
directly or correctly discuss the fundamental rules of literature." Some 
people then speak frankly and without reservation, saying that the greatest 
area of danger in art is this "Talks at the Yenan Forum on Art and Litera- 
ture.'"' These problems are not run-of-the-mill probiems but rather are 
problems of fundamental principle, relating to whether those of us on the 
battlefront of literature and art are going to be able to uphold the four 
basic principles, and whether or not our socialist literature will be able 
to maintain the party's line, principles, and policies. We cannot be indif- 
ferent to this and do nothing. 
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Within Marxism, the ideological system of Mao Zedong is its world view and 
methodological theory. Marxist literary theory and Mao Zedong's system of 
literary ideology form one section within it. Marxist dialectical material- 
ism md historical materialism are not only for the other sciences but are 
also fundamental to the Marxist science of literature. Comrade Mao Zedong 
from the beginning paid close attention to the special rules of art and 
literature, and because of this, his system of literary ideology is at the 
same time a part of the total system of Mao Zedong Thought and has its own 
special meaning. So to speak from this point of view, Marxist literary 
theory and the literary thought of Comrade Mao Zedong form a completely 
correct scientific system. Mao Zedong's basic point of view in the "Talks at 
the Yenan Forum on Art and Literature" is correct. If literature is a funda- 
mental attribute of the superstructure, then the fundamental relationship 
between literature and the economy, the individual relationships between 
literature and the other elements of the superstructure, the place and 
utility of literature in the total task of the revolution, and the relation- 
ship between literature and life are all fundamentally those that are found 
in the Marxist view of literature. Even today, this still has an intensely 
practical significance. How can it be said that it is not a completely 
correct system? How can one claim to elucidate only literature's "external 
laws" and not explain literature's "internal laws?" What are its necessary 
"internal laws?" Comrade Mao Zedong's literary thought is, moreover, not 
limited to the "Talks at the Yenan Forum on Art and Literature." In "On 
New Democracy," in "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the 
People," in "Speech at the Communist Party's National Conference on Propa- 
ganda Work," and in other works, there are incisive discussions of literary 
problems. It can be seen from these that Comrade Mao Zedong's thoughts on 
literature were very rich. 


To speak of the "Talks at the Yenan Forum on Art and Literature" as being 
"the greatest danger zone in art and literature" and as "destroying crea- 
tive work in art and literature" shows surprising ignorance of history and 
is irresponsible talk. After the "Talks at the Yenan Forum on Art and 
Literature" was published, a number of good writers appeared in the revolu- 
tionary base area and created new monuments in the history of proletarian 
literature. Several famous writers of our province [Shandong], also working 
largely within the guidance of the "Talks at the Yenan Forum on Art and 
Literature," brought forth artistic weapons that sang the praises of the 
struggle of the party and the people and exposed and attacked the enemy, 
creating many excellent works. These well-known facts forcefully prove 
that the "Talks at the Yenan Forum on Art and Literature” opened up a vast 
road and most certainly have not obstructed literary work. In the past, 
the "Talks at the Yenan Forum on Art and Literature" nourished a number of 
excellent artistic works that promoted an artistic flowering. Now and in the 
future, it will certainly also nourish many more talented artists and even 
more powerfully promote the development of socialist artistic affairs. 

If we were to depart fr rade Mao Zedong's literary thought and instead 
seek creativity in some <y of human nature, or seek creative force by 
"putting art above all else," or take art to be "an expression of self" 
expressing a sort of "sexual love," it would mean going down the road to 


depravity. This is emphatically not a resort to sensationalism. As past 











artistic history has shown, present and future artistic development will con- 
tinue to prove’ these truths. 


In the past, our study of and research into Comrade Mao Zedong's system of 
Literary thought produced results. But we ought to see that the serious 
disruptions caused by Lin Biao and the “gang of four" impeded our delving 
deeply into Mao Zedong's literary thought and even more from any systematic 
study and research. Because of that, on the literary battlefront we must 
strengthen study and research into Comrade Mao Zedong's system of literary 
thought. This is the fundamental national policy for reconstruction by those 
in literary ranks, and it is also a task of the greatest urgency. Only 
when we have proceeded earnestly and have united the realistic study and re- 
search into Marxist literary ideals and Comrade Mao Zedong's system of 
thought on literature will we be able steadfastly to occupy a proletarian 
position, to insist that art and literature serve the people and socialisn, 
and to achieve results in creative literary work and criticism, thereby 
promoting a flourishing of socialist literature and making it more effec- 
tively serve socialist revolution and reconstruction. 


9504 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


STRENGTHENED LEADERSHIP OVER SPARETIME CREATIVE WORKERS URGED 
Jinan DAZHONG RIBAO in Chinese 20 Dec 81 p 3 


[Article by Gao Yanxue [7559 7692 7185] and Zhao Anting [6392 1344 0080]: 
"Strengthen Leadership Over Amateur Creative Work"] 

[Text] Since the smashing of the "gang of four," and more especially since 
the Third National People's Congress, each level of leadership has thor- 
oughly carried out the party's correct guidance and policy, activating 
amateur literary work. The broad masses of amateur writers with their intel- 
lectual liberation, diligence, hard work, and brave explorations have made 
the letters sections of the newspapers flourish brilliantly, with the re- 
sult that they occupy a very important position in socialist literature. 


But there are also some amateur writers who have been influenced by the 
current rage for capitalist freedom and who in their thinking have produced 
some confused and even erroneous conclusions. For instance, some have 
inappropriately shown a so-called gloomy face, while others have put to- 
gether some strange stories and plots vulgarly describing many twists, 
changes, loves, and the like. And yet some leaders, fearing that they 
will commit the error of being "presumptive and intrusive cadres," do not 
dare in either word or action fearlessly to criticize these works that 
oppose the four basic principles, and do not dare to develop a Marxist- 
Leninist literary criticism movement. This has gotten to the point that 
cadres seldom make contact with these amateur authors, allowing them to 
commit ideological errors and to develop a tendency toward erroneous 
works; therefore, the cadres are unable to rectify these errors in a timely 
fashion. 


Strengthening the leadership over amateur writers is not just a matter for 
the literary leadership but is also a matter for the leadership of the party 
and the government units to which the amateur writers belong. The party and 
government leaders of these units ought to give serious attention to making 
this an important component of their ideological and political work, closely 
coordinating with the literary sections and cooperating with them to carry 
out this work. 


In strengthen!»g leadership over amateur creative work, the authors’ 
political concerns are most important. We must organize writers to study 


as 





Marxist-Leninist ideals and the literary thought of Mao Zedong and earnest- 
ly and foremost to study especially deeply the resolutions of the Sixth 
Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee, so that they will estab- 
lish a correct creative ideology. We want authors as much as possible to 
provide reading that will facilitate the needed high-quality literature, 

by allowing them, at the right time, to understand the party's course of 
action and the government's policies. Politically it is necessary for them 
to be progressive, and those who are qualified to be party members and 
Organization members must be recruited into the party and other organiza- 
tions. We must select many types of styles and, according to plan, cultivate 
and instruct them so that in an orderly fashion we will raise the authors’ 
literary background and artistic level. For instance, we will sponsor 
various kinds of model classes, readers’ clubs, and writers' clinics, and 
invite authors’ or comrades with a certain level of creative work to discuss 
their experiences. We will also organize writers to visit senior units to 
carry out investigations and inquiries seeking out labor models with ample 
productive experience to give talks that will expand the writers' horizons, 
enrich their lives, and prompt their diligent portrayal of the new life under 
the four modernizations and new leaders so they can make valuable contribu- 
tions to socialist spiritual civilization. 


In guiding amateur creative work, it is necessary to respect the authors' 
labors and respect the authors' work. We must show concern for the amateur 
authors' lives, helping them to resolve various concrete difficulties. 
Especially for those authors who are in isolated peasant villages, we must 
help them resolve the problem of "reading decadent [works]." In general, 
we must create some beneficial spiritual and material conditions, enabling 
them to devote even more time and stamina to creating works of high quality 
and socialist spirit. 


Amateur creative work is one important facet of literary atfairs that 

cannot be taken lightly. Activism and wisdom are stored up within the 
ranks of amateur authors. It is only necessary for the literary depart- 
ments and authors under their leadership to dare to lead and to be skilled 
in leading, for then the amateur workers will be able to follow the tenets 
of socialist literature and produce even more abundantly and brilliantly, 
providing the people with ever more abundant and varied food for the spirit. 


9504 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


YOUNG WRITER LIU ZHENGTAI'S WORKS PRAISED 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 29 Dec 81 p 3 


[Article by Fang Xie [2455 2438] and Zhang Ning [7022 1337]: "Integrating 
History and Literature--On the Young Writer Liu Zhengtai and His Works"] 


[Text] Sitting in front of us are two medium-length novels newly published 
by the Youth and Children's Publishing House and by the People's Publishing 
House of Sichuan: "Beifei Yan" ["North-Flying Geese"] and "Yingwang Chen 
Yucheng" ["Chen Yucheng, Prince of Ying"]. Their author is Liu Zhengtai 
{0491 1767 3141], who began studying history at Fudan University in 1977. 


Liu Zhengtai's name is familiar to young readers. Several years ago his 
screenplay "Chen Yucheng™ produced a considerable reaction among readers. 
That skillfully done movie showed artistry and abundant historical know- 
ledge melded together in such a way that people could not conceive of its 
having come from the pen of a youth scarcely 24 years old. On the basis of 
his excellent test scores, Liu Zhengtai entered the history department of 
Fudan University in 1977. When several of his classmates who were familiar 
with his literary accomplishments learned that the department of history was 
his first choice, they quickly understood that his goal was clear: To write 
historical fiction. 


The start of Liu Zhengtai's creative career can be traced back to 1956. At 
that time, he was just in his second year of primary school. Upon returning 
home after school, he often went off by himself to paint. Once he did a 
colored pencil drawing of an "expeditionary army" which, although done in 
delicate lines, envisioned a scene of an entirely different character. 

Later, this drawing was selected for the world children's art exhibition 
being held in Japan, where the eight-year-old Liu Zhengtai received the 
first-place "contributor's fee"--a 1 yuan prize. Young Liu grew up in a 
family of intelligentsia, and from an early age his abilities and interests 
were extensive. He liked music, art, and literature, while loving to listen 
to stories from history. Very early in his life he was able to read and 
understand the "Shiji" ["Records of the Grand Historian"]. When he was in 
the third grade he read a large-size volume of pictures portraying the Taiping 
Rebellion. The pictures fervently and extensively showing this peasant 
uprising--the brave peasants on top of the world, the leaders after their 
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victory severed from one another in "internal squabbles," caused him to 
marvel ceaselessly. As he looked at it time and again, his questions came 
Out one after the other. How could the Taiping Rebellion be victorious 
and yet also fail? The young Liu Zhengtai was naturally unable to answer 
these questions; however, he imprinted each picture deep in his memory. 
Thereafter, Liu followed the road of history and literature and, moreover, 
made the Taiping peasant rebellion the chief theme of his creative work, 
probably as a result of having looked at that volume of pictures. 


After his matriculation, Liu immediately immersed himself in the university's 
vast holdings of historical materials and wrote pile after pile of note cards 
and book after book of ideas for stories on historical themes. Seeing his 
state of infatuation, some of his classmates would say: ‘You write well, 
but why don't you write more about contemporary subjects, rather than 

being so bent on burying yourself in piles of old paper?" Liu would laugh 
softly and not answer. He remembers that not long after he came to the 
university, the vice chairman of the History Department, Prof Huang Shiye 
[7806 0013 8518], gave him this serious and heartfelt instruction: "The 
union of history and literature is a fringe discipline. We still have little 
available experience about it, so we must gain that experience on our own, 
but in the end what is most important is to pierce through to reality." He 
kept this teacher's admonition firmly in mind and earnestly did his studies, 
so that in the university his test scores were all in the 90's. While 
strictly keeping a scholarly attitude, he launched a lightboat of literature 
into the sea of history, sailing to win his freedom. During the summer of 
1979 his historical novel "Sima Qian Xiayu" ["Sima Qian in Jail"] was 
published in WEN HUI BAO and received favorable reader comment. From its 
conception through its final draft, this novel took only 7 davs. The des- 
cription of Sima Qian had previously been established in his mind, and then 
one lay he put his pen to paper and the ink flowed like running water. The 
essay "Ping'aiguo Zhuyi Hai Shi Mai Guo Zhuyi” ["A Comment on ‘Patriotism 

Is Still Treason'"], written by him and his classmates in order to examine 
afresh the Boxer Movement and to refute Qi Benyu's [2058 2609 4416] slander 
of Comrade Liu Shaogi, evoked the notice of scholars overseas after its 
publication. With deep intuition he said: ''To write on historical subjects 
also requires one to delve deeply into life. This then means fully obtain- 
ing and examining (naturally, also including realistically examining) his- 
torical materials. While we are unable 'to personally inspect" the his- 
torical environment of an ancient person's life, we certainly must 'men- 
tally inspect’ it, for from where else will come historical verisimilitude?" 
In recent years he has, besides two midsize novels, published more than 20 
short stories, essays, and biographies. These some 300,000 characters are 
mostly on historical subjects. 


When our topic of conversation turned to his two newly published novels, 

Liu said: "I would Like to thank very much my comrades in the publishing 
houses. After the smashing of the "gang of four," the Children's Publishing 
House provided me with the conditions for writing, sending me back to 

my hometown area of Daliangshan in Sichuan to live for a time." What the 
"Beifei Yan'"' describes is the passage of the Red Army through the Daliangshan 
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area during the Long March and its battles with the Yi tribesmen of that 
area. The work sculpts several lovable youths. In the novel, the his- 
torical picture of the Red Army's Long March and the life and emotions of 

the minority children are harmoniously united, with the plot having life- 
like twists that delight the reader. The other book, "Yingwang Chen Yucheng," 
he began while he was writing the screenplay for the mvie "Chen Yucheng." 

The novel narrates the life of the hero, not only recreating the glorious 
Battle of Sanho but also writing of the tragically heroic defense of Anhui 
that decided the fate of the Taiping Rebellion. At the same time, the novel 
also reflects the muddled state of government in the period after the Taiping 
Rebellion and the historical limitations of some leaders. Critically 
examining the many historical materials concerning Chen Yucheng, Liu Zhengtai 
often brings the readers to tears. Impenetrable emotions are transformed 
into lifelike portraits of important persons that still express the lessons 
of history. Liu recognizes that when writing on an historical subject, one 
must give the reader correct historical knowledge and conceptions, but 

even more he should encourage people in today's affairs and their struggles. 
Because of this, mechanical portrayals are inadequate, compared to relying 

on the actual record, and they would be meaningless for history and the 
writing of historical fiction. What is important is to get the pulse 

of the modern reader beating together with that of historical figures of 

many years ago and to let the readers themselves draw lessons from the 
process. Talking about this, Liu said bashfully: "That is only a require- 
ment that I have imposed on myself, but my own work is still very far from 
satisfying the requirement." 


As far as the union of history and literature, Liu has now advanced just 
one step, but he is very active over a very wide domain. We hope that from 
now on he will more powerfully take a second step forward, a third step.... 


9504 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION, AND CULTURE 


DEVELOPMENT OF MINORITY EDUCATION EMPHASIZED IN LIAONING 
Mongolian Minority 


Shenyang LIAONING JIAOYU [EDUCATION IN LIAONING] in Chinese No 1, 14 Jan 82 
p 6 


[Article by the people's government of Kzuo Mongolian Autonomous County: 
"Developing Minority Education, Disseminating Minority Languages"] 


[Text] After the Third Plenum, we eliminated the influence of leftist 
ideology, and from the higher levels to the lower, using many methods, we 
carried out education in the party's policy on minorities and propagandized 
the importance of minority education. Thus minority education has entered 
a new phase, heightening the awareness of cadres and the masses, dispelling 
their doubts and stimulating their enthusiasm. 


The county party committee and the country government put the work of 

minority education on their daily agenda. Work in this area was managed 
jointly by a deputy party secretary and a deputy county magistrate, both of 
Mongolian nationality. Developing minority education is an important 

component part of government work; it requires frequent study and discussion, 
the formulation of plans, the adoption of measures, and the solution of 
problems. The minority education section set up by the coun.) education bureau 
is responsible for the administration and management of minority elementary 

and middle schools. The posts of chief and one deputy chief of the Education 
Bureau are held by cadres of Mongolian nationality. In the bureau as a whole, 
the proportion of minority cadres is 50 percent. Of principals and secre- 
taries of Mongolian nationality middle schools, three are cadres of Mongolian 
nationality, representing a fundamental realization of the policy of allowing 
minorities to hold cadre positions. Minority education has been supported 

with both financial and material resources. In 1980, 200,000 yuan was 

invested in five Mongolian elementary schools for the expansion of dormitories 
and the purchase of facilities, thus improving the conditions for operating 

the schools. Each year, the county's Mongolian nationality upper middle school 
is allocated an additional 8,000 yuan for expenses. 


The particular characteristic of the distribution of our county's Mongolian 
nationality population is that they are greatly dispersed and seldom live 
in compact communities. For this reason, in commune-sized units where 
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Mongolians live in compact communities we have set up Mongolian middle 
schools, and in brigade-sized units where Mongolians are living in compact 
communities we have set up Mongolian elementary schools. In middle schools 
that have more than 30 Mongolian students and in elementary schools where 
there are more than 15 Mongolian students, minority classes are set up. For 
convenience in leadership and management, the county's Mongolian nationality 
upper middle school that was located over 80 li from the county seat has been 
moved into the city, thus improving the conditions for operating the school. 
The county seat's first elementary school has been transformed into the county 
Mongolian nationality elementary school, linking the county seat's Mongolian 
upper middle, lower middle, and elementary schools into an integrated system. 
Following adjustment, our county now has one Mongolian nationality upper 
middle school, two lower middle schools, and 31 elementary schools, with 
regular middle schools having a total of 27 Mongolian students' classes 
attached, and regular elementary schools having 41 Mongolian students' 
classes attached, and overall a fundamentally reasonable situation. The 
proportion of Mongolian school-age children attending school is as high as 
92.8 percent, while the proportion for children in the county as a whole is 
85 percent. These have been preliminary steps in the formation of a system 
ot minority education appropriate to the situation in our county. 


In order to revive the teaching of minority languages and popularize minority 
languages, we have specified that Mongolian nationality middle and 

elementary schools, as well as minority classes attached to regular schools, 
must, according to the stipulations of the teaching plan, set up Mongolian 
language classes, thus changing the circumstance of "every year, study 
Mongolian; every year, start all over again," so that the proportion of 
students passing the literacy level in Mongolian has already reached more 
than 60 percent. Middle and elementary schools are attaching increasing 
importance to Mongolian-language classes, and the province as a whole is in 
the midst of a great upsurge in Mongolian-language study. 


The professional level of teachers of Mongolian nationality in our county is 
quite low. For this reason, doing a good job of teacher training and height- 
ening the cultural and professional level of teachers is an urgently needed 
task at present. In our teacher training, emphasis is given first to the 
training of Mongolian-language teachers and then, through many means, helping 
them to pass the teaching materials level. One method is the holding of 
short-term classes to study current teaching materials. A second is 

having them meet together for training during the winter and summer vacations, 
ind organizing them to acquire basic knowledge in Mongolian language, teaching 
materials, and teaching methodology, to iron out the important and difficult 
points encountered in teaching the language. A third is for the county as a 
whole to set up 10 guidance centers, and forthe county education office to 
send people to make the rounds of the training centers and provide coaching 

in teaching methods. A fourth is to hold frequent Mongolian-language teaching 
conterences where teachers can exchange experiences, so that breakthroughs can 
be achieved in the various difficult teaching problems affecting the entire 
county. Because we have had a firm grasp on the work of teacher training, 

the teaching level of teachers of Mongolian nationality has been gradually 
heightened, and their students’ accomplishments have also risen gradually 

vear by year. 
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Korean Minority 
Shenyang LIAONING JIAOYU [Education in Liaoning in Chinese No 1, 14 Jan 82 p 7 


[Article by Guangyu Elementary School, Pingshan District, Benxi Municipality: 
"Strengthen Leadership and Do Good Work in Minority Classes" ] 


[Text] Our Guangyu Elementary School is a Chinese school with three classes 
for pupils of Korean nationality. Ever since the Third Plenum, comrades from 
the municipal people's committee and the Municipal and district offices of 
education have come to our school many times to check up on the work of 
minority classes, going over with us the Central Committee's directives 
regarding minority work, and have enabled us to recognize that helping the 
minority nationalities to develop their education and heightening the 
scientific and cultural level of our brother nationalities is the glorious 
responsibility of those of us of Chinese nationality in the education field, 
and one that we are dutybound to perform. Having improved our understanding 
ot this, we redoubled our efforts to conduct special classes for minority 
pupils. In May 1981, the school decided to set up a preschool preparatory 
class for pupils of Korean nationality. Since classrooms were in short 
supply, we decided to have one of the eight Chinese first-year classes operate 
according to a rotating, two-section system, thus leaving one classroom free 
in which we could conduct our Korean-nationality preschool class. Some 
teachers of Chinese nationality did not come around to our way of thinking. 
The teachers of Korean nationality, seeing how difficult the situation was, 
did not have their hearts in it either. We then organized the teachers to 
study minority policies and patiently engaged in ideological work, clarifying 
for them the significance of being concerned about our minority nationalities, 
raising their scientific and cultural level, and strengthening unity among 
them. Two teachers of Chinese nationality finally came around to our way 

of thinking, happily led their students to sweep out and tidy a classroom, 
and vacated it for us. This unified action on the part of teachers of both 
nationalities provided a fine example for the students. Now the schools 
present a heartening prospect of friendly unity and learning from each other 
on the part of teachers of the two nationalities. 


The schools seven teachers of Korean nationality are the main force for doing 
good work in the minority classes. The party branch is extremely concerned 
about them, and in the work of selecting advanced workers and adjusting 
salaries, appropriate consideration has been given to the proportion of 
teachers of Korean nationality. With respect to livelihood, everything 
possible has been done for the Korean teachers. On holidays, students have 
been taken to visit the teachers’ homes, helping them to solve problems 
relating to their livelihood. Hardship subsidies have been given to large 
families with small incomes for specified periods, thus greatly improving 
their work and study morale. 


Through such means, we have improved the students’ ability to use their own 
national language, and have developed in them a habit of using it. The 
families of the Korean students are widely scattered among the Chinese 
people, and so the basis for their use of Korean language is relatively 
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limited. For this reason, we created an environment for them within the 
school where they could study and use Korean. Because the number of pupils 

in Korean classes was small, in the past whatever classroom was small would 

be alloted to them, with Chinese and Korean classes held alongside each other. 
Last year, the classrooms were adjusted so that the three Korean nationality 
classes were placed on the second floor, with only the faculty office besides 
themselves, and their between-classes activity would be independent of 

Others. The appointments and decorations of the classrooms were uniformly 

in Korean. Korean maps and instructional charts were purchased; subscriptions 
to YANAN RIBAO and a Korean edition of NEWS REFERENCES were ordered; teachers 
were given copies of YANBIAN EDUCATION; and over 300 volumes of reading 
material for children were purchased. Since the Korean teachers and students 
all had contact with one another at the school, they were able to become 
ethnicized with respect to both the spoken and the written language. The 
school appointed a director of Korean teaching to take exclusive charge of 

the work of teaching the Korean classes. In assigning teachers to the Korean 
classes, emphasis was placed on elementary schools that are centralized. 

The school's leaders often audited classes, studying how to solve the teaching 
problems that arose. In the past, Chinese-language classes were taught by 
Chinese instructors. In the course of this auditing of classes, it developed 
that the Chinese comrades were not able to teach by means of comparing 

Chinese and Korean, which was not an advantage to the quality of the teaching, 
so we immediately adjusted the situation so as to have Korean comrades do the 
teaching. Classes in political ideology, general knowledge, physical 
education, and music were all taught by ethnic Korean instructors, and the 
instruction was uniformly conducted in the minority language, so that the 
students’ level in the Korean language was continually improved. 


We trequently organize the Korean teachers and students to engage in cultural 
ind sports activities having an ethnic flavor, thus improving their ability 

to express themselves in their native language. In 1980, the school 

presented a costume dance performance, for which long drums and other ethnic 
nusical instruments were purchased. In large-scale activities such as 
programs of evening entertainment on holidays, Young Pioneers‘ Day, theatrical 
festivals, and school sports meets, the Korean children put on their native 
costumes, play the long drum, perform their ethnic folk dances, and sing songs 
in their native language. We have also reinstituted a yearly Korean spring 
uuting. The school's leaders, teachers and students, family heads and a whole 
group of Koreans all take buses out to the suburbs, enjoy the delightful 

‘pring weather, perform their ethnic songs and dances, have a picnic together, 
ind return after having a wonderful time. This not only provides the students 
with a good opportunity to practice their native language, but also improves 
our friendship with the teachers and heads of families. 


Working Conference Measures 
Shenvang LIAONING JIAOYU [EDUCATION IN LIAONING] in Chinese No 1, 14 Jan 82p8 
(Article: "We Must Attach Importance to Developing Minority Education" ] 


[Text] Ours is a country of many nationalities. Developing minority 
education and heightening the scientific and cultural level of our minority 
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education and heightening the scientific and cultural level of our minority 
nationalities has great significance for strengthening unity among our 
minorities, promoting the prosperity of our minority nationalities. consoli- 
dating national defense, and building the four modernizations. 


Ever since the founding of the PRC, minority education has enjoyed very great 
development, and the scientific and cultural level of our minority 
nationalities has been greatly improved. However, due to the influence of the 
"leftist" error and to the interference and ruin brought by Lin Biao and the 
"gang of four," the "blending of nationalities" was inappropriately stressed; 
the slogan, "the essence of the nationality question is a class question" 

was wantonly propagated; comrades holding different opinions were accused of 
"local ethnicism" or “ethnic divisionism"; the use of the minorities" native 
languages was limited; minority schools were eliminated or combined with 
Chinese schools; and minority education in general was greatly harmed. 





After the smashing of the "gang of four," and in particular since the Third 


Plenum of the party Central Committee, order has been brought out of chaos, 

and minority education has been reinstated and developed. However, there 

are some comrades whose understanding of the importance of this work is 
insufficient, who are influenced by the notion that "minority languages are 
useless," and who believe that "the work of developing minority languages is 
useless," that "minority education concerns the minority and has no relation to 
our situation as a whole," etc. These ways of looking at things are obviously 
incorrect and are a great impediment to our implementing the party's policies 
on minorities and doing a good job of minority education. 


Language is the first among the important special characteristics shared by 
an ethnic community. Nationalities that possess their own spoken and written 
language are extremely solicitous about the study and use of their language. 
And they are extremely sensitive about whether their spoken and written 
language is respected. Lenin pointed out incisively that "whoever does not 
accept and uphold ethnic and linguistic equality, and whoever does not struggle 
against all kinds of ethnic inequality and oppression, is no Marxist, and 
even no democrat." The historical period of socialism is the period of the 
flourishing and development of all ethnic minorities, and this includes the 
flourishing and development of minority languages. We must encourage all our 
ethnic minorities to study and develop their own spoken and written languages, 
and we must protect their right of linguistic equality. We must carry out a 
program of reeducation in the party's policy toward minorities, heighten our 
understanding of the problems, and attach importance to developing the enter- 
prise of minority education. 


In order to develop minority education, we must conscientiously implement the 
party's policies on minorities, and we must respect the particular 
characteristics of minorities. The greatest interference and impediment to 
implementing the party's policies on minorities is leftist thinking 

regarding this problem, of which the main features are ignoring the particular 
characteristics of minorities and the differences between them, and a wish 

to implement excessive uniformity. If we want to restore and develop the 
education of minorities, then we must make a great effort to eliminate the 
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influence of leftist error; create the proper teaching conditions; promote the 
development of minority languages; respect the lifestyle, customs, and 
practices of our minority nationalities; and with regard to the educational 
system as a whole, the method of running the schools, study programs, the 
scope of the programs, the assignment of teachers, and instructional materials 
and facilities, we must proceed from the actual situation of the minority 
nationalities, and not simplistically misapply the methods used in Chinese 
schools. 


The economic and cultural level of the ethnic minorities is deficient, and 
their foundation in these areas is poor; if we want to diminish the 
discrepancies among nationalities that have been brought about by history, 
then we must give our main support to that problem, and show them some 
preference with regard to manpower, financial resources, and physical 
resources. We should take charge of the education of minority nationalities 
with an even greater sense of urgency than that which we apply to Chinese 
education. The working conference on minority education and minority 
languages recently convened in our province formulated a good many effective 
measures for developing minority education. Among these are: raising the 
authorized strength of teachers in minority schools, in proportion to that of 
Chinese schools, by 0.57 percent; increasing the stipend of minority resident 
middle school students from 20 to 50 yuan a year; proportionately delineating 
the three allocations currently given to minority areas (the minority area 
subsidy, border area enterprise subsidy, and border area basic construction 
subsidy) and using them for basic construction for minority education; 
increasing the staff and facilities for key middle and elementary schools; 
developing minorities teacher education and doing a good job of teacher 
training; perfecting the managerial system, etc. It is believed that, through 
this working conference on minority education, the various areas will 
definitely attach greater importance to the work of minority education, and 
the minority education in our province will definitely have greater, more 
rapid, and healthier development. 
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SOCLOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


HU QIAOMU PRAISES GAINS SCORED IN LANGUAGE REFORM 
Bei jing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 26 Jan 82 p l 


[Article: "Hu Qiaomu's Important Talk on Striving Even More for Overall 
Success in Language Reform") 


[Text] On the eve of the Spring Festival, the Committee To Reform the 
Chinese Written Language held a directors’ conference. Comrade Hu Qiaomu, 
a secretary of the Secretariat of the CCP Central Committee and director of 
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, attended the conference and made an 
important speech. 


Attending the conference were the Committee To Reform the Chinese Written 
Language and the following responsible cadres: Dong Chuncai [5516 4783 2087], 
Lu Shuxiang [0712 0647 3276], Wang Li [3768 0500], Zhang Youyu [1728 0645 
3342], Ni Haishu [0242 3189 2562], Tang Shouyu [0781 1343 1946], Zhou Youguang 
[0719 2589 0342], Li Rong [2621 2837], Liu Yongquan [0491 8673 3123], and 

Wang Yi [3768 2253]. 


Also attending the conference were reporters from RENMIN RIBAO, GUANGMING 
RIBAO, and Xinhua She. 


During the conference, Comrade Hu Qiaomu restated the three tasks of the 
Committee To Reform the Chinese Written Language, stipulated in the 1950's 

by the party Central Committee and the State Council. They are: populariza- 
tion of common spoken Chinese, popularization of the Chinese Pinyin system, 
and simplification of Chinese characters. In addition, Comrade Hu Qiaomu 

exp essed his opinion concerning these three tasks based on the past, the 
present situation, and the future. 


He «emphatically pointed out: 1) The task of popularizing common spoken 
Chinese must continue to be strengthened in the schools and in society. 

2) The Chinese Pinyin system was formulated after long-term, extensive dis- 
cussions and the adoption of careful measures. Not only was it submitted by 
the State Council to the National People's Congress for discussion and 
approval, but it already has received worldwide acceptance. There are no 
grounds for wavering. What is necessary now is to quickly formulate correct 
morphological rules and resolve a series of technical problems. 3) Regarding 
the simplified system of Chinese characters, we must further perfect it in 
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order to meet the demands of communications, and especially to enable Chinese 
characters to be more easily coded for input into computers. This is not 
only a pressing need for the building of modernization in our country, but it 
is urgently needed by all those countries which use Chinese materials. Com 
rade Hu Qiaomu has confirmed the successes achieved by the reform of the 
writing system. He earnestly hopes that the next generation will continue 

to kindle the flames and strive even more for overall success in language 
rertorm. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


TRENDS IN CHINA'S BIRTH, DEATH RATES DISCUSSED 


Beijing RENKOU YANJIU [POPULATION RFSEARCH] in Chinese No 1, 29 Jan 82 
pp 15-16 


[Article by Li Chengrui [2621 2052 3843], a member of China's delegation [sic] 
and deputy chief of the State Statistical Bureau: "Development Trends in the 
Birth Rate and Death Rate of China's Population" ] 


[Text] Before the People's Republic of China was established, our nation's 
population was the type that had a high birth rate, a high death rate, and a 
Low natural rate of growth. After the establishment of the PRC, within an 
acceptable period of time we became the type that had a high birth rate, a 
low death rate, and a high natural rate of growth. Since entering the 1970's, 
we have been turning into the type with a low birth rate, a low death rate, 
and a low natural rate of growth. 


For a long time, old China existed under the heavy oppression and cruel 
exploitation of imperialism, feudalism, and bureaucratic capitalism; its 
economy and culture were completely backward, its people's standard of living 
was extremely poor, and it had very poor sanitation and health conditions. 
And because the masses were taught the feudal morality of having many 
offspring to carry on the family line, there were many births and many deaths 
in China's population. There were no accurate and comprehensive statistics 
concerning China's birth and death rates throughout most of this time. But 
iccording to data from 1936, the birth rate of the population at that time was 
3.8 percent, the death rate was 2.8 percent, and the natural rate of growth 
was 1.0 percent. 


After new China was established, the birth and death rates of the population 
turned around dramatically. The following are the figures for 1950 through 
1970 (they do not include figures for Taiwan, and shall not hereafter): 








Year Birth Rate (%) Death Rate (2%) Natural Rate of Growth (4) 
1950 3.700 1.800 1.900 
1952 3.700 1.700 2.000 
1957 3.403 1.080 2.323 
1962 3.722 1.080 2.714 
1965 3.806 0.955 2.851 
1970 3.359 0.764 2.595 
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We can see from the above table: 1. For the first 20 years after new China 
was established, the birth rate remained at a fairly high level, within the 
range of 3.3 to 3.8 percent. This was because the lives of the people during 
this time were stable and marriages and births were numerous. The effects 

of old China's feudal concept of childbearing--the more sons, the better 
one's fortunes--and the custom of early marriage could not be quickly 
eliminated. And although by 1956 the government had already put forward the 
idea of controlling the birth rate, it took no forceful measures and there 
was little effect. 2. The death rate rapidly declined from 1.8 percent in 
1950 to 1.08 percent in 1957, and then to 0.764 percent in 1970. This is 
because after new China was established, the masses became the masters of the 
state, industrial and agricultural production increased more rapidly, the 
lives of the people improved, medical treatment and sanitation measures were 
widely developed, certain severely contagious diseases that seriously damaged 
the health of the people were brought under control, the level of the people's 
health improved, and the stigma of the "sickly East Asian" was discarded. 

3. This inevitably led to an increase in the natural growth rate of the 
population. In these 20 years the natural growth rate remained at a high 
level, within the range of 1.9 to 2.85 percent. 


The sharp increase in the natural growth rate of the population led to an 
increase in the population from 541.67 million persons in 1949 to 825.42 
million in 1970--an increase of 283.75 million in 21 years, or an increase 
of 52.4 percent, which is an annual average increase of 2.0 percent [as 
published]. 


Atter we entered the 1970's, a new and evident change gradually occurred in 
the trends in our nation's birth and death rates. We can see from the 

table below that: 1. The birth rate fell from 3.074 percent in 1971 to 

2.313 percent in 1975 ard then to 1.79 percent in 1979. This was due to the 
forceful measures adopted by our government in its birth control work. Under 
the guidance of the state plan, and through widespread promotion, we mobilized 
the masses to consciously practice birth control, and we offered free 
contraceptives and medical services to the masses. The 53rd article of the 
Constitution of che PRC, which was passed by the first session of the Fifth 
National People's Congress, clearly stipulates: "The state shall advocate 

and promote birth control." The marriage code of the PRC, which was passed 

by the Third Session of the Fifth National People's Congress, stipulates: 
"late marriages and late births shall be encouraged." This legislation 
effectively spurred the development of birth control work. 2. The death rate 
continued to decline, from 0.734 percent in 1971 to 0.624 percent in 1979. 
[his was the result of the continued improvement in the level of health of our 


nation's people. 3. Based on the aforementioned two factors, our nation's 
natural rate of growth fell from 2.34 percent in 1971 to 1.57/77 percent in 
1975, and then to 1.166 percent in 1979. 

Year Birth Rate (%) Death Rate (%) Natural Rate of Growth (4%) 
197) 3.074 0.734 2.340 

1972 2.992 0.765 2.22] 

1973 2.807 0.708 2.099 





1974 2.495 0.738 1.757 
1975 2.313 0.736 1.577 
1976 2.001 0.729 Letse 
1977 1.903 0.691 1.212 
1978 1.834 0.629 1.205 
1979 1.790 0.624 1.166 


Owing to the drop in the natural rate of growth, our nation's total 
population increased from 825,420,000 persons in 1970 to 970,920,000 in 
1979--a growth of 17.6 percent in 9 years, or an annual average increase of 
1.5 percent. 


In the areas of controlling the birth rate and reducing the death rate, our 
nation has achieved much, but we still have a lot of work to do. China is a 
developing nation with a population of nearly 1 billion, 800 million of whom 
reside in rural areas, and is a nation of many nationalities. In the work of 
controlling the population, we will encounter many problems that are in need 
of solution. Looking at the age breakdown of the population, we see that 
people under 30 represent nearly two-thirds of the total population. From 
now on, the annual average number of persons entering the marriage and 
childbearing years will be more than 20 million. It will be a tremendous 
task to control the birth rate of the population. Our goal is to level the 
population off at 1.2 billion by the end of the century. This is an 
extremely important strategic policy decision made by our government. 
Reaching this goal will require a tremendous effort. We believe that, with 
the guidance and serious attention of the National People's Congress, with 
the resolute leadership of every level of the people's government, with the 
active support of the broad masses, and with help from the United Nations, 
our goal can be reached. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


PARTY PROPAGANDA DEPARTMENT FORUM ON LITERARY CREATION HELD 


Beijing WENYIBAO [LITERATURE AND ART JOURNAL] in Chinese No 2, 7 Feb 82 
pp 24-26 


(Report: "Propaganda Department of CCP Central Committee Convenes Forum on 
Literary Creation"] 


[Text] In order to put into effect the spirit of the forum on problems of 
the ideological front and the directives recently issued by central leaders 
on literary and art work, the Central Committee Propaganda Department con- 
vened a forum on literary creation 5-12 November 1981. Present at the forum 
were 53 old, middle-aged and young authors and relevant responsible comrades 
in the capital, including Feng Mu [7458 3668], Ge Luo [5514 3157], Yuan 

Ying [5913 7751], Wei Junyi [7279 0689 1355], Chen Mo [7115 2875], Xu 
Huaizhong [1776 2037 0022], Zang Kejia [5258 0344 1367], Cao Ming [5335 
2494], Qu Bo [2575 3134], Feng Zongpu [7458 1350 3877], Mala Xinfu 

[3858 2139 3084 1133], Zou Difan [6760 3752 1581], Shao Yanxieng [6730 

3601 4382], Meng Weizai [1332 0251 0762], Jin Jin [6855 6602], Li Guowen 
[2621 0948 2429], Lei Jia [7191 0502], Liu Shaotang [0491 4801 2768], 

Lin Jinlan [2651 2443 3482], Cong Weixi [1783 4850 3356], Liu Xinwu 

[0491 1800 2976], Chen Jiangong [7115 1696 0501], Li Yingru [2621 5391 

0320], Su Ce [5685 4595], and Zhang Chenghuan [1728 3397 1403]. Comrades 
Zhao Shouyi [6392 1343 0001], He Jingzhi [6320 2417 0037] and Li Yingmin 
[2621 5391 2404] also attended the forum and gave speeches. The forum 

first of all spent 3 days in studying by groups Comrade Hu Yaobang's speech 
at the general meeting commemorating the 100th anniversary of Lu Xun's birth 
and his two talks, on 25 September and 2 October respectively, with responsi- 
ble comrades of literary and art circles and journalist circles, as well as 
Comrade Hu Qiaomu's speech at the national forum on problems of the ideologi- 
cal front redirected to the forum under instructions of the party Central 
Committee. Then, 3 and 1/2 days were spent in carrying out collective dis- 
cussion, with 23 comrades making statements. The comrades present indicated 
that the forum on problems of the ideological front and the central leaders’ 
speeches provided scientific, profound analyses of the situation in the 
literary and art circles; they both affirmed achievements and sounded an 
alarm embodying the care and expectations entertained by the central authori- 
ties with respect to the literary and art circles. Those present found great 
encouragement in the central leadership suggestion that the literary and art 
circles be zealous in their exertions, and indicated their determination to 
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be zealous in their efforts to create for the people and to stimulate the 
people's zeal with their creative works. Some comrades indicated that, after 
the conclusion of the forum, they would immediately plunge deep into life, 
learn from the workers, peasants and soldiers, and produce works appealing 

to the workers, peasants and soldiers and the vast ranks of the masses. 

Some comrades said they were determined to maintain political consistency 
with the party Central Committee and provide the people with fine spiritual 
food. The following major questions were discussed at the forum: 


1. Concerning the Situation in Literary Creation 


It was stated at the forum that since the smashing of the “gang of four," and 
especially since the Third Plenary Session of the !ith Party Central Com- 
mittee, the party Central Committee has repeatedly and clearly affirmed the 
achivements in our literary and art work. With respect to literary creation, 
during the past 5 years, according to incomplete statistics, there have been 
published more than 300 long novels, 520 medium-length novels, and nearly 
8,000 short novels; reportage, poetry, prose, children's literature, sci- 
entific literature and literary creation by the minority nationalities have 
all undergone considerable development. Whether in terms of content, form 
or style, all these works have become far more plentiful and diverse; and 
among them have appeared many fine works which reflect the realistic life of 
the masses and which are welcomed by the vast ranks of the readers. A large 
contingent of new people in literature are also growing up amidst the ranks 
of the writers. Literary creations during the past few years have made 
positive contributions toward emancipating our thinking, returning to order 
from disorder, implementing the party's correct line and elevating the 
people's spiritual plane. This has been the main current of the development 
of literary creation in the last few years. Under no circumstances or pretext 
can denial of this main current be said to be correct. 


The comrades said that while fully affirming our achievements, we must at the 
Same time see that among our literary creative works, there has indeed 
existed a tendency toward bourgeois liberalization and other erroneous ten- 
dencies. Apart from the cinematographic literary play "Unrequited Love," 
there have also been a very small number of works that violated the four 
basic principles and reflected the erroneous trend that tended to cast off 
party leadership and deviate from the socialist course. For instance, part 
of Comrade Ye Wenfu's [5509 2429 4395] expressions and works are salient 
examples. Some works were unable to correctly reflect the process of our 
new democratic revolution, especially our socialist revolution, and pre- 
sented our realistic life in a distorted way. Some works denied man's class 
character and social character, and instead praised the "human nature” in 
the bourgeoisie and certain hostile elements. The artistic taste of some 
works was vulgar and low, as they fabricated at random and even pursued 
provocative and sexy presentations. Other aspects which need to be over- 
come are: shortcomings in creation such as repetition, conceptualization, 
slipshod artistic design, a short work being not so short and a long work 
being too long. 


[t was mentioned at the forum that problems like these which exist in literary 
creation are all detrimental to the prosperous development of literature and 
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the full demonstration of the important role of literature in building a 
socialist spiritual civilization. Comrades said that after the conclusion of 
the forum on problems of the ideological front, criticism of bourgeois 
liberalization brought some preliminary results. But there are still a small 
number of comrades in the literary and art circles whose attitude remains 
less than clear-cut; some even doubt the existence of any liberalization trend; 
this is not correct. Om the other hand, we must also prevent simplification 
and expansion of attack; we must distinguish between the main current and the 
side currents and between various problems, and not take just any problem as 
one of bourgeois liberalization. The purpose of criticizing liberaliza- 

tion is to promote the further prosperity and healthy development of literary 
creation and thereby further mobilize writers’ enthusiasm. 


2. Tasks of Literary Creation and Responsibilities of Writers 


ocialist literature is created under the guidance of the Marxist world view. 
While requiring genuine reflection of life, it must at the same time main- 
tain its clear-cut socialist trend; while continuing to emancipate our 
thinking, it must adhere to the direction of serving the people and serving 
socialism; writers who are party members, in particular, should adhere to the 
principle of party character in socialist literature. 


[In his speech at the forum on play creation, Comrade Hu Yaobang put forward 
the question of correct understanding and profound reflection of the social- 
ist new era. The comrades mentioned that, in respect to this great new era, 
writers have the responsibility to provide a genuine presentation. They 

must reflect the social contradictions of this new «ra from a correct stand- 
point and viewpoint, mold the image of the sociaiist new people who are 
representative of the characteristics of the time, stimulate the people and 
struggle for the realization of the four modermnizations. Regarding methods 
of creation, the participating comrades were of the opinion that under the 
premise of a consistent political direction we should allow various methods 
of creation and their exploration to prevail, on the one hand, and at the 
same time make a point of stressing revolutionary realism, continue to adhere 
to its basical principles, and promote its development with new creations. 

We should likewise pay attention to revolutionary romanticism and should not, 
because we have learned some lessons in the past in this regard, simply 
bandon or despise it. Correct application of revolutionary romanticism is 
in line with the literary and art laws and is also required by the spirit of 
the time. 


[Improving the quality of literary creation is an important question at 
present. The profound nature of ideological exploration and the richness in 
the reflection of social life must both be strengthened. The molding of 
irtistic models, in particular, still awaits the writer's endeavors. It is 
necessary to enable more model personalities, especially model images of the 
socialist new people, to enter the literary gallery of the new era. There 
must be constant improvement in artistic cultivation; efforts must be made 
to seek refinement in language, composition and description of details. 
Artistic innovation should be encouraged; the purpose of innovation is to 
better reflect life, to make the products even more welcome to the masses of 
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3. Principal Measures To Make Literary Creation Prosperous 


In order to make literary creation more prosperous and promote its healthier 
development, the following measures were recommended for adoption by the 
forum: 


(1) Strengthening Study 


It is first of all necessary to strengthen the study of the basic theory of 
Marxism. During the past few years, among some of the young writers, there 
has been a tendency to despise the theory of Marxism-Leninism. Some even 
wanted to "break through" the basic principles of Marxism-Leninsim and Mao 
Zedong's literary thought; some said that what they suffered had to do pre- 
cisely with "adhering" to these basic theories. Some blindly worshipped 
certain Western bourgeois theories and viewpoints. This situation was one 

of the important reasons why the appearance of certain practices of bourgeois 
liberalization resulted. All suggested that, from now on, we must organize 
writers to seriously study the philosophy and political economy of Marxism, 
and the basic theories of scientific socialism, to study the literary thought 
of Marx, Lenin and Mao Zedong. The fundamental spirit of Comrade Mao Zedong's 
"Speech at the Yanan Forum on Literature and Art" should continue to be 
adhered to. With respect to young writers, we must further organize them to 
study CCP history and China's modern history in order to enable them to under- 
stand the process of the most arduous struggle the Chinese people went through 
under CCP leadership. In order to improve their artistic cultivation and 
writing techniques, we must also organize them to study the well-known 

ancient and present literary works of China and foreign countries, critically 
inherit such a literary legacy, and thereby develop the militant traditions 

of revolutionary literature. 


In order to strengthen such study, the participants made certain concrete 
proposals. Some comrades said that the Beijing municipal party committee's 
practice of organizing writers into groups and having them attend the muni- 
cipal party school to study is a good approach. Some comrades suggested 

that the central party school should run a literary and art class to provide 
rotational training to literary and art workers. Some comrades proposed 

that the Literary Association, the Writers Association and other pertinent 
societies should hold reading classes, reading gatherings. Hope was also 
expressed for the Writers Association's literary institute to be strengthened 
so that its conditions can be improved and a good job can be done in the 
training of middle-aged and young writers. The participants also expressed 
the hope that the propaganda departments of party committees could transmit 
central documents and party policies regularly to the writers so that they 
could experience the spirit of the central authorities directly, and also 
regularly ask leading comrades and actual workers of the various departments 
to introduce the achievements and problems on the various fronts so that 
writers would understand the situation and the development of the construction 
of the four modernizations. 


Comrades also asked the concerned departments to do a good job in operat ng 


libraries and materials centers so as to provide the convenience of stud) to 
the literary workers. 
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(2) Be Closely Involved in Life 


The people's life is the inexhaustible source of literature and art. Some 
comrades in the literary and art circles once overlooked the necessity of 
becoming closely involved in life, and some individuals even promised to 
eliminate the slogan "Be closely involved in life"; this obviously is not in 
accord with the laws of literary and art creation. In organizing writers to 
get closely involved in life, we must follow their different situations and 
thereby adopt different ways; in some cases, they may look at the flowers 
while riding the horse, but in others they may dismount to look at the flowers. 
However, all young, able-bodied professional writers should spend more time to 
seriously get closely involved in life, join the construction of the "four 
modernizations," learn from society and unite with the masses. After acquir- 
ing such "bases" where they regularly spend time on the spot, they should 
further integrate areas of expansion with these spots and endeavor to broaden 
their own vision in life. With respect to the life with which they were 
familiar in the past, they should also, along with the pace of advance of the 
times, continue to understand the new situation and its development forward. 
Also expressed at the forum was the hope that the concerned departments would 
help writers solve the practical difficulties they encounter in becoming 
closely involved in life and provide them with support in politics, ideology 
and material conditions. 


(3) Active Launching of Literary Criticism 


The prosperous development of literary creation is inseparable from genuine, 
pivotal literary criticism. Writers attending the forum expressed their 
ardent hope that literary criticism would be further launched so that it could 
play the role of "getting rid of bad weeds" and "watering fine flowers." 

The view of taking all criticism as "swinging the stick" and of taking the 
launching of literary and art criticism as "restriction" would be incorrect. 
In the absence of criticism, self-criticism and counter-criticism, in the 
absence of discussion of different opinions, how can there be "one hundred 
flowers blooming, one hundred schools of thought contending"? How can the 
attitude of fearing to hear even a single "good advice unpleasant to the ear' 
and of regarding one's own works as unchangeable even by a single letter 
serve to continue to improve quality, to improve the level of one's writing? 
The participants all expressed the hope that literary criticism would become 
regularized and could overcome the defects of meekness, appeasement, single- 
minded flattery and applause, on the one hand, and at the same time be aware 
of the practices of unlimitedly bringing matters to the level of principle 
and attaching labels at random. Critics must endeavor to help writers sum 
up their experiences in creation "from the esthetic viewpoint and historical 
viewpoint" (Engels' words) and thereby master the laws of literary and art 
creation. There must be established between writers and critics a close 
friendship, so that they can promote each other and improve each other. 


(4) Strengthen and Improve the Party's Leadership Over i.iterary Work 


[he forum was of the opinion that since the Third Plenary Session of the 11th 
Party Central Committee, the party Central Committee's series of important 
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directives and guidance work has set examples for strengthening and improving 
party leadership. Vivid facts once again prove that without party leadership, 
socialist literature would accomplish nothing. Any tendency to attempt to 
weaken, cast off or even deny party leadership would be wrong. The party's 
literary and art policies during the new era are firm, consistent; it is not 
in accord with actuality to regard the party's literary and art policies as 
having "changed back and forth." The participants asked the party's leading 
departments to regularly urge the concerned units to conscientiously imple- 
ment the direction of literature and art serving the people and serving 
socialism, to carry out the principle of letting a hundred flowers bloom and 
a hundred schools of thought contend; they must overcome both the phenomena 
of laxity, feebleness, abandonment and drifting, and the practices of being 
simplistic and rude, subjective and partial. Seeking truth from facts is a 
struggle of adhering to both fronts. The participants all expressed the 

hope that, under the unified leadership of the party, the relationship between 
the sovernmental departments of cultural administration and mass groups like 
the Literary Association and Writers Association will be better coordinated. 
Groups like the Literary Association and Writers Association must prevent and 
overcome their tendencies of becoming bureaucratic organs and offices; they 
must closely associate themselves and broadly unite with old, middle-aged 

and young writers and better develop their function of providing organiza- 
tional guidance. The participants asked the government's cultural and pub- 
lishing departments to improve their work of publishing and distributing 
literary works; they must not just pay attention to economic revenues and 
ignore social effects. 


[here are many literary periodicals today; they have played an important 

role in discovering and training literary new people and bringing prosperity 
to literary creation. But there is still need to strengthen the management 

of editorial and publishing work. In selecting manuscripts, an editor should 
definitely not resort to "the art of cultivating connections." In the case 

of editors whose competence is poor and journals in which the published 

works are of a low quality (including certain journals that are devoted to 

the publication of translated works), there is need to rectify them. An 
author's remuneration system must be beneficial to improving the quality of 
works and encouraging refinement of writing; it must really calculate remuner- 
ation on the basis of quality, and not just by looking at the number of words. 
fhe practice of appraising and rewarding literature also needs to include the 
summing up of experiences and be subject to rectification and improvement. 
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FORM OF MEDIUM-LENGTH NOVELS DISCUSSED 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 22 Feb 82 p 3 


[Article by Zhang Ren [1728 7282]: "A Rudimentary Discussion of the Form of 
Medium-Length Novels" ] 


[Text] What are the characteristics of the form of medium-length novels? 
This is a question about which opinions are widely divided and which urgently 
awaits a solution. During the past few years, the creation of medium-length 
novels advanced from a sudden rise in popularity to peak prosperity, with 
well-known, fine products profusely coming off the press to the delight of 
all critics. Yet we cannot but pay attention also to a question in another 
aspect, that is, while medium-length products increase in length, perhaps 
long novels are being compressed. Certain medium-length products resort to 
embellishment and exaggeration in the manner of rough and slipshod work; 
they are easily expanded into more than 100,000 or 200,000 characters; thus, 
nominally medium-length, they have actually already lost a medium-length 
novel's characteristics and beauty of form. When the underlying causes are 
examined, they seem to be multifarious; but the main point is that, with 
respect to the fundamental characteristics of the medium-length novel as a 
style, we still lack due attention and study; we have failed to fully master 
its laws and thereby to develop its strong points and avoid its weak points. 
As a result, there have appeared certain products which indulge in large 
scale and comprehensiveness but prove to be empty in content. In order to 
maintain and develop the momentum of their sudden rise in popularity, over- 
come attendant shortcomings, and improve their quality, the question of the 
characteristics and form of medium-length novels is raised here; an exp ‘ra- 
tion of their artistic laws has already become a task of burning urgency for 


us. 


While the characteristics of medium-length novels are diverse and multi- 
farious, what distinguishes them from long and short novels in terms of 


length and volume lies precisely in the word "medium." Knowledgeable per- 
sonalities have already suggested that the length of medium-length novels be 
limited to about 100,000 characters. This suggestion generally accords with 
the traditional convention of medium-length requirement. ''The Orthodox 
Biography of Ah Q," which enjoys worldwide reknown, exceeds any short novel 


coming from Lu Xun's pen in terms of volume and number of characters des- 
cribed, but it is not more than 30,000 characteris in length. Among 
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Chekov's medium-length novels, the shortest in length, "The Peasants,” has 
only 27,000 words; "The Prairie" is his longest medium-length novel, but it 
is still no longer than 90,000 words. His "Hospital Room No 6," which 
"strongly impressed" Lenin and was praised by the latter as indicative of 
his "talent," also has a length of merely about 48,000 words. But such 
volume is limited to the question of volume and constitutes only one indicator 
which distinguishes the style of a novel, not ali its characteristics. If 
novels whose content tits only a short length are stretched into medium 
length, or long novels are compressed into medium-length ones, can they be 
regarded as medium-length noveis? Therefore, we must not only limit the 
number of words but take note that the key lies in their method of writing 
and therefore also explore the characteristics of their structure and the 
complexity of their plots and number of characters involved. Only after we 
have fully understood the characteristics of a medium-length novel can we 
halt the practice of "prolonging" it, and thereby fundamentally distinguish 
it trom a long novel or a short one, thus making it possible for us to 
increasingly bring the art of medium-length novel writing to perfection. 


Mao Dun said: "Structure means the framework of the whole novel." Because 
ot the difference in style, each novel requires a different structure. In 
respect to the standpoint of subject selection, events organization, plot 
deployment, arrangement of scenes and depiction of personalities, the struc- 
ture ot a medium-length novel cannot have as many threads as that of a long 
novel but it is at the same time different from the simple structure of a 
short novel; it requires a medium between the complex and the simple. 


Deny Youmei [6772 0645 2734], author of the prize-winning medium length 
novel "Female Soldiers Who Attempt To Catch Up With Their Units" (OCTOBER, 
No 1, 1979), said that if “one has the habit of working out one's plot in 
writing a short novel," then “very likely one tends to lean toward pre- 
senting a flimsy plot or one comes up with a restrictive structure when 
writing a medium-length novel, thus failing to allow ample development." 
"Female Soldiers Who Attempt To Catch Up With Their Units," as the title 
sugcests, depicts the story of three drop-out warriors who try to catch up 
with their own units. Such subject matter is by no means unprecedented in 
short novels. But in working out its plot and developing the composition, 
this medium-length novel succeeds both in depicting the tense situation of the 
fem le soldiers rushing forward along the muddy road and running into their 
nenies, and in presenting as flashbacks the experiences of the three in their 
respective lives and the histories of the growth of their minds and their 
characters. Such a structure, combining both horizontal and vertical 
description, can hardly be accommodated in a brief short novel, but it is at 
the same time different from that of a long novel. The artistic panorama 
of the work, in the main, consists not of the lengthy, complicated life 
experiences of the three female soldiers but of the several important scenes 
along the road o° their march; the scenes of their respective personal 
experiences are o iy flashbacks. In this regard, its structure appears to 
resemble a short novel of a “horizontal cut." However, the structure is not 
“restrictive” like that of a short novel; the threads of the plot are amply 
developed and also drawn to a close at the appropriate time. Thus among the 
three female soldiers, there are separations and get-togethers, perspectives 





and feature amplifications, which make it possible for one to enjoy the 

beauty in form peculiar to a medium-length novel, i.e., with its story expand- 
ing or contracting at will, with its sparseness alternating with compact- 
ness, and with its richness combined with refinement. 


Closely related to structure is plot. Plot, if it means the concrete events 
depicted by a written work, is of course a factor pertaining to content; if 
it is a story abstracted from happenings in life, which the author has 
reorganized and rearranged, then this is a question of structure. The plot 
of a medium-length novel must be relatively complicated, with fairly complex 
contradictions and conflicts, waves and ripples. It is not as simple as that 
of a short novel, and the threads of its plot may be unitary, but they can 
also be multilineal or radial. But one earmest caveat about a medium- 

length novel is that it must not, likea long novel, attempt to broadly and 
limitlessly depict rather long historical lives, nor can it accommodate the 
complicated and complex stories involvirg major incidents. In a word, the 
plot of a medium-length novel must convey richness through simplicity and 
reveal simplicity by seizing the main theme from a complexity of threads. 
According to Cong Weixi [1783 4850 3356], in “writing 'The Red Magnolia 

Under the Tall Wall" (HARVEST, No 2, 1979), I originally thought of writing 

a short novel, and its structure also included only the two threads of the 
real and the sham homeward-bound legion. In the process of my writing, many 
characters suddenly took on life, the two athletes, Gao Xin and Zhou Li, 

for instance, almost automatically appeared from my pen." In order to depict 
the meeting of Gao and Zhou in prison and their faithful and unswerving 

love, the author added chapters 4, 5 and 6 Noteworthy here is that the 
novel not only is expanded by three chapters but also leads from the meeting 
of Zhou and Gao to important new developments; that is, the several pictures 
brought by Zhou Li from Beijing also evoked the great historical scene of the 
people mourning Premier Zhou Enlai at Tiananmen Square. These precious 
pictures, like matchlessly powerful explosives, in turn paved way for the 
lively scene and stirring conclusion of the commemoration of Premier Zhou 
Enlai by the movements behind the tall wall of the prison and at Tiananmen 
Square echoing each other. The sharp struggle between the likes of Ge Ling 
and Ma Yulin is the main theme of the novel; the love between Zhou and 

Gao is another theme. A medium-length novel permits the existence of another 
theme and its threads, but its structure cannot, like that of a long novel, 
accommodate two rivers running their separate ways or triple themes competing 
with one another; it requires that the principal and the auxiliary themes 

be clearly distinguished, and the trunk and the limbs proportionately cut in 
the overall suit of clothing; in this sense, the meeting of Gao and Zhou is 
merely an auxiliary theme subordinated to the main theme. If the author 
allowed his pen to wander aimlessly without any limits, this medium-length 
novel would have become jumbled and cumbersome, losing the symmetrical, 
harmonious beauty of the plot and structure of a medium-length novel. 


fhe central question of literature is to mold the images of personalities. 
Balzac said: "The mission of an artist is to create great models."' The 
images of personalities, of course, are a question pertaining to the content 
of a writing, but novels of different styles, when molding such images of 
personalities, also change with such styles their standpoint of subject 
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selection, their structuring techniques, and the methods of writing used. 
Content determines form. But perfect writing methods and form will also 
enhance the beauty of the images molded. A medium-length novel is different 
trom a short novel, which aims at a good depiction of one or a few personali- 
ties, but it also cannot be like "The Dream of the Red Chamber” in depicting 
Several dozens or several hundred personalities. In depicting such personali- 
ties, a medium-length novel not only includes more personalities than does a 
Short novel, but it often also presents the character development of such 
personalities. It can both use the "horizontal cut" of the personalities, 
revealing the character of the personalities from the "growth rings" of 

such cuts, and disclose the histories of their character growth from several 
years or several dozens of years of the long river of time in the life of 
such personalities. Through the destinies and changing characters of the 
personalities are revealed all the more their multidimensionality and their 
historical reality. Mao Dun said that his short novels are "compressed 
medium-length novels"; this is by no means because his writing career started 
with "Eclipse," which is presented in three parts, so that he therefore 
harbors some bias in favor of medium-length novels, nor simply because his 
Short novels are usually somewhat longer in length. In my opinion, works 
like "Lin's Shop" and "Silkworms in the Spring" not only include a rather 
larye number of personalities, but the dispositions of the main characters 
such as shop owner Lin and Old General Treasure also exhibit profound changes 
in the complicated plot and complex conflicts. And all this is rarely seen 
in short novels in the ordinary sense. Short novels with the characteris- 
tics of medium-length novels like these are what Mao Dun called "compressed 
medium-length novels"; this shows his succinct view on the styles of novels. 


Jiang Zilong's [5592 1311 7893] [Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Black, Blue and 
Purple’ (THE CONTEMPORARY ERA, No 4, 1981) and Shui Yunxian's [3055 6663 
2009] “Internal Strife Afoot™ (HARVEST, No 1, 1981) are both fine works of 
rather broad influence that surged forth in the literary garden of medium- 
length novels last year. What they describe all has to do with life on the 
industrial front in the construction of the four modernizations; their 
ideology and art also each represent individual values. But looking at their 
personality depictions, their writing techniques and forms alone, one may 
perhaps say that "Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Black, Blue and Purple” is 
more like a medium-length novel, whereas "Internal Strife Afoot" appears to 
be a compressed long novel. The personalities appearing on the stage of 
"Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Black, Blue and Purple" cannot be said to be 
‘arce, but the author's pen concentrates on the few important personalities, 
such as Jie Jing and Li Sijia, as well as on Ye Fang, He Shun and Zhu 
fonekang. At the very opening scene of the novel, the "strange occurrence” 
of workers Liu and He setting up stalls to sell pancakes in front of their 
own factory immediately appears; thus at one stroke the sharp contradictions 
inside that huge steel and iron works are presented to the reader. But the 
author's dexterous handling of the plot lies in the fact that he did not 
follow that old svllogistic convention of having the contradictions pre- 
sented, developed and then brought to their peak and solved. The novel 
merely uses industrial readjustment as a background, and most of it is 
taken up with depicting how a group of youths of the passenger-car team 
treat labor, friendship and love; within a period of about 2 years, it 
neticulously selects typical "milestone" episodes and several moving scenes 
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in the growth processes of the personalities to create the image of a thought- 
provoking new personality such as Jie Jing, who grows up in the construction 
of the four modernizations, and at the same time presents the ideological 
awakening and character changes in Liu Sijia, Ye Fang and He Shun. As the 
author says, he did his best to “omit what the reader does not wish to see" 
from his work, earnestly worked out his plot and "put in true facts." Pre- 
cisely because the author mastered the laws of a medium-length form and 
refrained from squeezing numerous personalities and complex developments 
indiscriminately into his work, because he paid attention to pruning, trinm- 
ming off trivial banches, giving prominence to the trunk, so that the reader 
can feel the unhurried ebb and flow of this novel in a rhythmic and stirring 
pattern, the images of several personalities also begin to rise vividly and 
dramatically through the circumstances of conflict. Compared to "Red, 
Orange, Yellow, Green, Black, Blue and Purple," the personalities in "Inter- 
nal Strife Afoot" are far more numerous; from the provincial capital to the 
local district, more than 20 personalities are presented; also, it begins 
with the appearance of contradictions, depicting the two visits to Jiajin, 
many big and small meetings and the whole processes of sundry contradictions. 
Even though the author's writing shows considerable sophistication and the 
image of the pathfinder Fu Lianshan in institutional reform is rather moving, 
because of his repeated embellishments and multifarious descriptions--as 
many as 130,000 to 140,000 characters are employed--one is still left with 
the feeling that heads are crowding together and images are shallow, develop- 
ments are complicated and patterms are not clear. If the underlying reasons 
are examined, perhaps it is because the approach of a long novel is used in 

a medium-length presentation. 

The characteristics of a medium-length novel are not limited to the above, 
but they illustrate that it is distirct from either a long or a short novel, 
and among the three there are indelible boundaries. A medium-length nove] 
absorbs the strong points of both the long and the short novel; it is able 
to present the rather rich contents of real life with the flexibility and 
speed of a short novel, but which a short novel finds no time to reflect; 

but its writing approach does not allow it to dawdle like a long novel, 
requiring instead the kind of neatness, compactness and pithiness peculiar 
to a short novel. Of course, our exploration of the characteristics of the 
writing approach of a medium-length novel by no means implies our readiness 
to restrict a creation with this or that kind of rules. Create, create--no 
author fails to seek to create according to his own understanding of a 
literary style; one likes one approach, and another likes another; the mani- 


festations are endless. Yet we cannot deny that each literary style has its 
own laws to follow, and creation needs to function according to those laws. 
This short article serves merely to pose the question and offer some rudi- 
mentary words in the hope that more cultivated ones are forthcoming. The 


form of a medium-leneth novel is a question pertaining to the realm of 
esthetics. Let all authors explore beauty and create beauty diligently. 
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READERS WRITE IN TO CRITICIZE NOVEL ‘LOST FOREVER’ 
Beijing ZHONGGUO QINGNIAN BAO in Chinese 17 Jan 82 p l 


(Text] Following the publication of the medium-length novel "Lost Forever" 
in the No 4 issue of CHANG CHENG for 1981, several readers wrote letters to 
this paper severely criticizing this novel. 


[The basic plot of this novel is as follows: Wei Congcong, a young technical 
worker, and his wife Liu Yin live apart in separate places. By chance, the 
frivolous and coquettish Ai Lili falls in love with Wei at first sight. 
Farly in their acquaintance, Ai invites Wei to do model sculpturing. The 
two presently have relations and fool around with each other. Meanwhile, 
Liu Yin, working in another place, has been writing diligently and has 
scored some achievements. Afterward, just as Liu Yin is transferred to her 
husband's side, Wei Congcong, because he harbored Ai Lili's smuggled stolen 
goods, is summoned to the public security department. 


Comrade Shi Jun, of the Jian Hua Road Primary School in Baoding, wrote in to 
say that the style of this novel is very poor, that in many chapters the 

thor has flagrantly propagated sex, and that he has proceeded to describe 

1 this with an enjoyable attitude. This type of literary work is harnful 

o the physical and mental health of young peopie. At the Baoding battery 
ictory, workers Yang Liping, Luo Min, Yu Jun, Wen Lan, and other comrades 
said in letters that the author seemingly wanted to use the method of contrast 
to expose the two goals in life of Wei Congcong and Liu Yin and the contra- 
dictions in Wei's thinking. However, this intention is not only drowned out 
by descriptions playing up carnal desires, but from the last part of this 
novel we see that the only loss felt by Wei Congcong, after all, “s his sexual 
love with Ai Lili. Consequently, no one is able to understand just what the 
author's purpose was in writing this novel. This novel also describes Ai Lili 
tooling around with foreigners, but it fails to criticize this kind of 
behavior that causes us to lose our national dignity. Comrade Lang Ye of 
Beijing pointed out that this novel, in order to pander to low tastes, 

invents many preposterous plots and scenes; there is love, there is sexuai 
arousal, there is the cracking of a criminal case, making for a nondescript 
mixture. It is impossible for anyone to believe that such a hideous-minded 
person as Ai Lili unexpectedly would be able to create such splendid works of 
irt. That male student who falls in love with Liu Yin, who one day is a 
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ar begging for food and the next day becomes the son of a high-ranking 

e, living in a luxurious house, undoubtedly is made up, a mystery made 

»f simple things. Readers pointed out that not long ago, when the 

ral Committee opened a symposium on problems on the ideological front, 
literary publications were actually still publishing this type of work. 
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certainly should not be. 
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